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Set off to her father's with all the ex- 
pedition I could make, our carriage 
being then at the door, .confidering in 
the way how I ſhould explain matters. 
When I reached his houſe, I went into 
the - warehouſe, and enquired for him. 
The .warchouſe-man ſaid, he“ was at 
home, but could not be ſpoks to · on any 
S A3; T 


Tu — as 


buſineſs ; but if I would give him my 
commands, he would execute them the 
ſame as if his maſter was preſent, I 
begged to know if Mrs. Brown could be 
ſpoke to. He ſaid the was at Margate. 
I then aſked for Miſs. © Ah,” ſaid he, | 
% ma' am,“ ſhaking his head, I wiſh 
« Miſs was in the way I perceive you 
& know the family. Have you heard 
« any thing of Miſs Brown's being from 
„ home?” Wiſhing to hear all I could, 

I aſked how long ſhe had been abſent. — 
„„ Three days,” returned he, © and no 

© one that we know has ſeen her. My 
be maſter can hear nothing of her, and 
« js almoſt diſtracted: for he raves at 
cc times like a mad-man, and deſpairs 


te of ever ſeeing her again; of courſe, 
„ma' am, 
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«© ma' am, you will now judge how unfit 
(e he is tobe ſpoke with on buſineſs,” — 
J am ſorry,” replied I, © to hear all 
44 this, but muſt fee him notwithſtand- 
« ing ; and the ſooner the better; there- 
« fore, pray ſhew me to him, and I will 
« take upon me to ſay, he will not be 
ce diſpleaſed with you.” I, at laſt, pre- 
vailed with him, and he ſhewed me up 
to a large room, where fat a decent, 
creditable perſon, having his night-cap 
and morning gown on, with a handker- 
chief up to his face, and in a melan- 
choly poſture. He roſe from his ſeat, 
and requeſted me to fit down. — I beg- 
ged pardon for my intruſion; but, hav- 
ing ſomething to communicate, which 1 
flattered myſelf would give him com- 
EY fort, 
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fort, was the.cauſe of it. Alas, ma- 
dam, ſaid he, © I have need of that, 
ce for you ſee; before yon as miſerable 
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*© 2 man as breathes.— Pray tell me, 9 

“ good lady, do you know any "Jah 
of my loſt child?” © Ido, fir,” re- 
turned I, “ and have to tell you = = 
well.“ God be praiſed then!“ e. 


claimed he; © I am happy. — This, ma- 


< n r 
F 
n 


66 dam, is real comfort. Where is ſne? 


15 


6 Am I in my ſenſes or not! He ran 
about the room half wild, and then ſat 
down to thank. me for the information, 
and begged | would tell him all I knew 
about her,. and where he could go and 
fetch her home; ſaying, ſhe. was an 
only child, and tenderly, did he bring her 
up; that he had been working many 
| years... 


=” 
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years for her; that all he had ſhe would 
one day enjoy; and that of courſe he 
wiſhed her well ſettled in life, and to be 
= the wife of ſome man of credit and re- 
pautation; inftead of which the had 
W fruſtrated all his hopes, by falling in 
love with -one of his ſhop-men, whom 
ſhe had agreed to marry privately. Be- 
ing informed of this, ſaid he, I was 
ic offended and in heat of anger, from 
a ſome words we made uſe of, bid her 
« get out of my houſe, and never let me 
« ſee her more. She, fooliſh girl, 
raſhly took me at my word, and went 
Y away, and though I have ſearched all 
London after her, could hear nothing 
of her. This, madam, was the cauſe 
of my unhappineſs. My haſtineſs has 
en Dee” 
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been it's own puniſhment; for like a 


« too fond father, chere he burſt into 


tears, and I could not but do the ſame), 


ce like a too fond father—1 feel 1 love 


60 her, in in ſpite of her perverſeneſs.”— 


6 Come then, Sir,” ſaid I,“ with me, 


and I will bring you to her.—T have 


ce a coach at the door at your ſervice.” 
He put on his coat, and, was ready in 


five minutes; telling his ſervant he 
ſhould return in an hour or two, When 


he ſaw the carriage and the ſervants, he 


| begged my ladyſhip's pardon, and apo- 
logized for his want of reſpect: I told 
him that I was not honoured. with a ti- 


tle, but nevertheleſs. was happy I had 


it in my power to make him ſo.—“ For 
& God's lakes wy, dear a; ſaid 
8 2. he, 
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he, „where did you meet with my 
& daughter?“ For he could now talk 
to me with compoſure; and was quite 
another man. 1 told him, when he ſaw 
her, he ſhould know the whole, and 
begged him, till then, to reſt eaſy ; for 
that he would ſoon be with her. When 
we reached home, he was conducted 
up to his daughter, who was then in 
bed. He flew to her, took her in his 
arms, kiſſed her, and cried over her: 
and this meeting is better conceived 
than deſcribed. She hung round his 
neck, wept bitterly ; and, as well as ſhe 
could utter her words, craved her fa- 
ther's pardon, and his bleſſing, to 
an unworthy daughter. Yes, my 
« dear child,” returned he, with all 
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© ſubmit. to it.“ 

ſhe, ce talk not in that ſtrain, I will en- 
3 deavour to think better; and, if poſ- 
„ ſible, deſerve ny love you have this 
& day ſhewn me.“ This affecting in- 
terview- brought tears from us all; but 
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cc your faults, and all your indiſcretidns, 


I feel I am ſtill your father, and can- 


© not but forgive you. My raſhneſs 


c 


N 


proceeded from the warmth of my 


| 6“ affection to you ; and if you muſt | 


& throw yourſelf away, I fear I muſt 
“Dear fir,” returned 


ner had been waiting ſome time. The 


they were ſoon changed into joy. 


young lady roſe, and dreſſed herſelf; 


and ſhe and her father dined: with us. 


After dinner, Miſs retired for a few mi- 


nutes, and we told Mr. Brown every 


thing 
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thing that paſſed, and he would have 


fallen on his knees to thank us, if we 


had not prevented him. When Miſs 
returned, he took her again into his 


arms, and wept over her with joy. She 


then fell on her knees, thanked him for 
His tenderneſs to her, who ſo little de- 


ſerved it, and hoped, that he would 


cConceal the ſtory from her dear mother, 
lleſt it ſhould make her as unhappy as 


it had done him. Mr. Brown, now wiſh- 
ing to returh home, our coach was or- 
dered; and with a thouſand thanks and 
bleſſings on us both, the young lady 


ſaying, ſhe owed her life to us, and 
her father declaring we had reſtored all 


he held dear on earth, this affectionate 


| couple took their leave; and the ſelf. 
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| gratification this ſcene afforded, "mY 
creaſed our defire of doing farther good, 


and made us ſearch for occaſions. 


There is ſcarce a perſon living, but has, 


at times, opportunities of relieving the 


diſtreſſed, and gladdening the afflicted ; 
and, I am perſuaded, if men were but 
conſcious of the ſecret pleaſure it affords, 
independent of the reward religion pro- 


miſes, they would never ſlip the happy 


moment; and, it is but juſtice, due to 
Mr. Brown and his family, to ſay, that 
they ſhewed us their friendſhip on all 
occaſions, and he was grateful to the 


hour of his death. Miſs afterwards mar- 


ried a tradeſman in good circumſtances, 
with the approbation of her father, but 
died in child- bed. 8 
. This 
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This event had brought on ſuch a 
ſelf-complacency in Mrs. Baddeley and 
myſelf, as made us wiſh to employ the 
evening uninterrupted, in our own re- 
flections; but, Lord Melbourne came 
and diſcompoſed us. He came in haſte, 
he ſaid, juſt to keep his word, and bring 
us ſome” money; that he left his com- 
pany at the play-houfe, and muſt inſtant- 
ly return. This ſaid, he gave me a 

paper rolled up, ſaying, I muſt do with 

that as well as 1 could for the preſent, 
and in a few days I ſhould have more. 
When he was gone, I gave it to Mts. 
| Baddeley, and ſhe opened it: finding it 
contained only one hundred and fifty 
pounds, ſhe exclaimed, * Here's a fall- 
ing off, indeed!” - You muſt 


B 2 «& now” 
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& now,” ſaid I, be more prudent, or 


© how will your debts be paid? Let 


e us put an end to ſome of our ex- 


© pences, let us keep fewer ſervants.” 


% O, God,” returned ſhe, then we 
„e ſhall have nothing decent about us.— 

] cannot conſent to this. —“ Well, 

1 then,“ ſaid I, “ be leſs 1 EIN in 
«< your dreſs. Confine it to five hun- 
„ dred pounds a year.” 6 Chriſt,” ex- 
claimed ſhe, ** that is not enough for 
« millinary !”” „It does not ſignify,” 
returned I, « ſtop you muſt, or ruin 
ce will enſue.” I cannot,” ſaid the, 
« nor will I be abridged in my dreſs.— 
«© One may as well be dead as not in 


the faſhion, and I am determined I 


will follow them all. „II told her, if 
ſhe 
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the thought of marrying, ſhe muff find 
2 way to get out of debt, or the Lord 
have mercy on the poor man who was 
to be her huſband, for he would ſoon 

be in a jail. © That indeed,” returned | 
ſhe, muſt be well conſidered, for I 
© would not injure Mr. Gill for the 
*« world. Poor, dear young fellow — 
© I know money will procure any thing, 
«. and, if it coſts me a thouſand pounds, 

<6 I will have a divorce; but, be affur- 

4e ed, my dear Steele, let that take 

& place when it will, I never will think. 
of marrying, till I am entirely free 
« from debt.” Then,” ſaid. I, © the 
© way to begin, is to pay away what 
we have, as far as it will go; for, 
2 "7 bill we pay, will make the debt: 
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« jeſs. No,“ replied ſhe, « I won t 
& ſuffer a ſhilling to be paid, till I get 
& more money. I think it is proper 
& I ſhould have ſome money in my 
“ pocket; give me fifty pounds, and I 


dec will bandfale my new purſe for luck, 


& and you ſhall ſee how careful I will 
© be of it.” This ſerved only to gra- 


tify every idle, extravagant thought; 


for, in the morning, I was called from 
breakfaſt to a Mrs. Millidge, a dancer 


| of Drury-lane Theatre, of whom Mrs. 
| Baddeley had ſome time before agreed 
| to take a ſet of Worlidge's gems ; and, 
whilſt I was paying her, and talking 


to her about theatrical matters, which 
might detain me about three-quarters 
of an Hour ſue had purchaſed eight 
white 
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white mice, wih red eyes; a handſome 
ſquirrel cage to keep them in; a filver 
collar and bell for her cat, and new 

cages for all her birds. I hated mice. 
She ſaid, they coſt her but two pounds 
twelve ſhillings, and if I diſliked them, 
ſhe would give them to my ſiſter. In 
ſhort, in four days, of her fifty pounds, 
ſhe had not a ſhilling left; and, when, 
I repreſented to her the madneſs of thus; 
ſquandering her money, and particularly 
at a time it was ſo much wanted, and. 
without having any thing to ſhew for itz 
ſhe acknowledged the truth of it, threw 


me her empty purſe, and faid, "Mw bs 
keep it for ber folly. 


Lord 
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Lord F almouth now paid us a viſit; 
and told us, Count Haſlang had paid 
dear for his frolick, (for he had been 
made acquainted with the circumſtance) 


ſaying, he had no reſt fince it happened, 
for the pain in his back, which was alſo- 
attended with a pain of mind; for he 
was at the ſame time deſperately in love 
with Mrs. Baddeley, and begged of him 
to declare it; and, indeed,” ſaid his 
Lordſhip, to Mrs. Baddeley, © he has 
c employed a very improper advocate, 
& for I am over head and ears in love 
c6 with you myſelf.” Mrs. Baddeley 
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ſmiled, and faid, he was paying his 


* 
EE 


lady a very poor compliment, to leave 
fo amiable a woman, to place his affec- 
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tions upon her. I am not alone in 
'& opinion,” 
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« opinion,” returned his Lordſhip, © for 
= you are ſo engaging, and bewitching 
t a creature, that half the world is in 
& love with you.” Mrs. Baddeley rea- 
ſoned ſo ſenſibly with him on this ſub- 


| ject, that his Lordſhip candidly con- 


feſſed he thought himſelf at liberty to 
rove as he pleaſed; and told her the 
following ſtory, which he aſſured her to 
be a fact. 


« When firſt I ſaw Lady Falmouth,” 
ſaid he, © the was a pretty girl, and 

being then young myſelf, I made 
. propoſals to her to live with me, but 
&« did not think of her as a wife. She 
* would not liſten to me in this re- 
4 ſpe; but I omitted no ſteps to 
” briog 
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* bring her over to my wiſhes, and 


at laſt ſucceeded. However, like the 
reft of our ungrateful ſex, a little 
time weaned my. affections, and ſhe 
became indifferent to me, though her 
affection for me did not abate. I 


muſt own myſelf in fault, and, per- 


haps, ſhould have relented, but ſhe 
afterwards played me a trick, which 
I never have forgiven, nor ever will. 


She was taken ill of a fever, and was 


apparently ſo bad as to be thought 1 in 


danger. Every neceſſary aſſiſtance 


ſhe had, at my requeſt, and ſhe got 


better: ſhe then applied to her phyſi- 


| cian, brought him over to her intereſt, 
and perſuaded him to ſay, and tell 


me, that there was no hopes of her 
recovery: 
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recovery ; - that her bones was en- 
creaſed by her unhappineſs of mind, 
conſcious of having lived with me in 


ſin, ſhe could not die in peace, un- 


leſs I would condeſcend to ſend her 
to the grave an honeſt woman. This 
circumſtance had ſuch an effe& with 


me, as to make me rather unhappy 


alſo; and, I was induced by her in- 


treaties, the perſuaſions of her phyſi- 


66 


ce 


cc 


66 


cc 
cc 
cc 


cc 


clan, and the aſſurances I had from 
him, that ſhe could not recover; to 
ſend for a licenſe and clergyman, and 


marry her. The ceremony was no 


ſooner over, than ſhe viſibly grew 


better, had the impudence to tell her 
nurſe, that ſhe affected this illneſs to 
anſwer the * ſhe wiſhed ; and, 


<< the 
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the next day, when I returned home 


to dinner, I found her in full health, 
and at the head of my table. She 
now told me ſhe was a happy woman, 
and from that time made me know. 
that ſhe was my wife, The decep- 
tion ſhe made uſe of, I would never 
forgive, and her Ladyſhip and I have | 
never lived happily fince.” « If your 
Lordſhip,” replied Mrs. Baddeley, 


would not be offended with me, I 


would give you my ſentiments on this 


er ſubject. He ſhould be glad, he 


ſaid, to hear them. N ow, my Lord,“ 


cc 


4 * 


returned ſhe, © if the deceitful trick 


& your lady played, is, as you acknow- 


ledge, the cauſe of your preſent un- 


happineſs, how much cauſe had ſhe 


66 to 
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ec to be angry vun you, for violating 
*© her honour, under the ſpecious pre- 
ce tence of love and affection; when you 
could think proper to deſert her, and 
«© almoſt occaſion her death? And, 


s becauſe ſhe thought proper to ſecure 
6 


N 


you to herſelf, by an artifice, that any 
6 honeſt woman would glory in, you 
now tell me you. deſpiſe her. For 
« ſhame, my. Lord Never mention 
* this ſtory again for your own ſake. 
* Your lady certainly deſerves you, and 
yqu cannot do enough to convince 


c her of it.“ Lam ſorry,” ſaid his 


Lordſhip, * that you and 1 differ in 
© opinion, therefore we will talk no 

« more of it.” Mrs. Baddeley then 
vent to her harpfichord, and his Lord- 
— 2. ſhip 
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ſhip finding no attention was paid by 
her to his declarations, ſoon made his 
pow and left her. 


We next ordered our carriage, and 


went to Hammerſmith; where, a young 
. gentleman called on us, ſaid his name 
Vas Colonel Harcourt, and wiſhed to 


know, as we were ſo little at that houſe, 


Whether we were diſpoſed to let It, ſay- : 


ing, he would give us what rent we 
pleaſed. This was only a pretence for 


| Introducing himſelf to Mrs. Baddeley, 


in order to declare an attachment which 
hundreds had done before; but, he was 


ſoon given to- underſtand, that her affec- 


tions were fixed and immoveable ; and, 


in 


% 
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in town at a certain hour, he politely 
took his leave. Stopping, in our way 
home, at a ſhop in Kenſington; we met 
Mr. Thomas Stanley ; this gentleman 
was a Major in the 79th regiment, and 
died at Jamaica. He was the brother of 
the preſent Lord Derby. He aſked us to 
walk! into Kensington: gardens; but, on 
our declining it, ſaid he had ſeen Mrs. 
Baddeley the other day at her window, 

in Grafton-ſtreet, wiſhed for an opportu- 
nity to ſpeak to her, but dared not, and 
hoped ſhe would permit him to wait on 

her at ſome future time. She replied, 
he might call if he pleaſed, but as ſhe 


was ſeldom at home, he would probably 
hot meet with her. 
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* Thurſday, five o'clock.” 
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On our return home we found the 
following card from Lord Falmouth. 


% Lord Falmouth preſents his com- 


« pliments to Mrs. Baddeley, and if ſhe 


« js not engaged this evening, will do 
{© himſelf the honour to wait on her. 
&« St. James's ſquare, 


% Thurſday, three o'clock, 


To which ſhe returned as follows. 


«© Mrs. Baddeley's compliments wait 
60 on Lord Falmouth, informs him ſhe 
is engaged this evening, but will be 
happy to ſee his Lindy at =y 


= 


c Other time. 


« Grafton-ſtreet, 


Baron 
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Baron Diede called, was admitted and 
d rank tea with us; his viſit was to make 
a propoſal to Mrs. Baddeley, to go 

abroad with him, ſaying, ſhe ſhould 
| ſhare his fortune ; but to this applica- 
tion the was alſo deaf; and declaring 
| ſhe was engaged, he requeſted he might 
' then be admitted into the liſt of her 
friends, and be permitted to call on her 
. occaſionally, Mrs. Baddeley's anſwer 
was, that his polite behaviour to her at 
all times, commanded: her ref pect, and 
ſhe ſhould be proud of the honour of 
claſſing him among thoſe whom ſhe 
moſt eſteemed., It was now nine o'clock, 
but notwithſtanding this, Mr. Storer call- 
ed, dreſſed more like a dancing. maſter 

weer thing elles 3, having red heels to 
C 3 -, bis 
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his ſhoes. He danced, and ſung, and 
jumped about the room; and ſaid, he 
was a happy fellow to catch us at home 
diſengaged; and hoped Mrs. Baddeley 
was out of leading ſtrings; alluding to 
my oppoſition to his ſeeing her. © Yes,” 
returned T to him, © ſhe can go-with- 
: «© out being led by you.” He replied : 
he did not mean to offend me. © But, 
41 fir,” returned I, © I mean to offend 
« you, and muſt tell you, that your 
« coming here. is not all — 
e to me. I cannot help it, ma 'am,” 
' hid he, huniming a tune; I muſt 
«© come where Mrs. Baddeley is, for 1 
c will ſee her as often as I chuſe.— 
„Indeed you will not,” ſaid Mrs. Bad- 
tle, < for I do affure you, ſuch beha- 
* | « yiour 
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« yiour to Mrs. Steele, is an affront to 
« me.” I beg Mrs. Steele's pardon,” 
returned he, I never wiſh to ſay a 
s rude thing to her, if ſhe does not be- 
« gin with me.” © Madam,” conti- | 
nued he, addreſſing himſelf to me, 
« Mrs. Baddeley and I are better ac- 
« quainted than you ſuppoſe.” I told 
him I did not underſtand him, nor did 
I with to do it ; and hoped he would not 
put me under the neceſſity of behaving 
to him in a manner I was not diſpoſed 
to do. He begged my pardon, ſaid, 
it was true that he was in my houſe, 
but that notwithſtanding, he would take 
' no denial to ſee his dear angel, for ſee 


her he muſt and would, at the riſk of his 


life. At this, he contemptuouſly danc- 
| | : ed 
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ed round the room, and hummed a tune 
like an opera dancer. Upon my ſay- 

ing he kept us at home, he replied, 
% Do Io — Then Til take myſelf off, 
e which is what you wiſh;—ſo good 

<' night, my dear Mrs. Baddeley !”— 
and to me, « good night, ſweet nurſe 1 
and off he went. When he was gone, 
I afked Mrs. Baddeley what he meant 
by faying, he and ſhe was better ae- 
quainted than I ſuppoſed. She replied, 
he was a villain for that; ſhe could ex- 
plain it, but was too much aſhamed of- 
niz behaviour to her to mention it. In 
fert, I found what he ſaid to be too 
true, and told her we muſt not ſuffer 
him to come any more to our houſe... 


The 
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The next is We to aſal 
of pictures, at Chriſtie's, in Pall-mal 
The room was crowded with perſons o 
diſtinction. Mr. Thomas Stanley joined 
us, and continued with us all the time 
we were there, and ſeeing Mrs. Baddeley 
admire a picture of a miſer, he bought 
it, and made her a preſent of it. Sir 
Cecil Biſhop, alſo obſerving her to notice. 
two pictures of fruit, purchaſed them, 
and ſent thein home to her, On leave. 
ing the room, Mr. Stanley handed her 
to her carriage. On our return home, 
we found Admiral Spry, who came to 
dine with us uninvited. He acquainted 
us with an odd accident that happened 
in his way to our houſe. ©* Whenever 
L ſee any barbarity uſed to horſes, I 


« always 
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ee always make a point,” ſaid he, © of 


&« putting a ſtop to it. As I came 
* through Bond-ſtreet, a dray-man was 
ce beating his horſes unmercifully, ſo 


e that the lookers on ſaid, it was a 


* ſhame; this did not check him, but 


& he went to the fore-horſe, and kick- 


© ed him, and beat him about the head 


« with all his ſtrength. Three women 
« ſtanding by me, I ſaid, I would give | 


« a guinea, if any one would take his 
- whip from him, and give it him well. 
e One of the women replied; © Give 


us, your honour, but half the money, 
and we will warm him to your fatis- 
© faction,” I promiſed them I would, 


© and one of the women went up to him, 


« ſnatched the whi P from him, and whilit 
7 the 


Is. Sopnta BADDELEx. 35 


the other two held him, laced him 

e ſo ſoundly on the legs, and back, till 
cc he cried out for mercy. Mercy, you 
© dog!” ſaid the, © Shew mercy to your 
35 horſes, and then you would not de- 
« ſerve ſuch. correction! In mort, the 
e more he cried, the more ſhe whip- 
« ped him, till I interfered, and ſaid he . 
«© had had enough of it. The men who 
ce ſtood by, took the part of the women, 
e and broke his whip to pieces. I gave 
ce the women the guinea with pleaſure; 
e for every perſon preſent ſeemed to 
66 enjoy the man's puniſhment; and I 
ce believe he will remember this day as 
6 long as he lives.“ 


N 


' 
„ 
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The Admiral told us he was going to 


the Mediterranean : ſaid, he ſhould be 


gone ſix. weeks, and if. we were diſpoſed 
for a trip to ſea in fine weather, he 
ſhould be glad of our company. He 
left us; with faying, Mrs. Baddeley was 


an errant thief, and it was a ſin in her 


to rob an old man of his heart, when he 
did not know how ſoon he might be at- 


tacked by the enemy, and ſhould be in 


want of it. We went to the play; 
brought Lord Melbourne home with us, 


and when we reached Grafton: ſtreet, 
found the cook had fired the kitchen- 
chimney, and the houſe full of all 


ſorts of rabble. They had extinguiſhed 


the fire, but at our loſs of a ſilver can- 
dleſtick. And during this confuſion, 


Lord 
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Lord Lytelton, who was going by, got 
out of his carriage to offer his aſſiſtance, 
but Mrs. Baddeley was inattentive to all 
but her cats 3 and her favourite one 
having, I apprehended, run up a chim- 
ney ; for it was ſo black, that ſhe ſpoiled 
a beautiful white ſattin petticoat ſhe 
had on, by taking it in her lap. 


Lord Melbourne, ſaying he ſhould go 
into the country, for a week; we pro- 


poſed to go down to my houſe near 
Henley; and Mrs. Baddeley wrote to 
Mr. Gill to meet her there. Mr. Stan- 
ley called the next morning, was warm 
in his addreſſes to her, and acted ſo un- 
gentleman-like, that ſhe reprimanded 
him in a manner that did her credit. 
„ 


Te Mevrorns or 


— 


He begged her pardon, and they part- 
ed friends, 


We were viſited, at this time, by moſt 
of the foreign miniſters ; but, the Nea- 
politan ambaſſador, in 1773, was an 
eternal plague to us; he was ever at the 
door, and would take no denial, nor 
.could we affront him, ſay what we would. 
At this gentleman we had many a 
laugh ; for, when he was with us, at 
every rap at the door, he would have 
run into a duſt-hole, rather than be 
ſeen. One day, having a mind to make 
ourſelves merry at his expence, we or- 
dered our ſervant to rap loud at the 
door, and ſay Lord March was come. 
The ambaador was for ſecreting himſelf, 

ran 
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ran into the back parlour, and we put 
him into a cloſet, where we locked him 
in, and it was ſo ſmall, that he could 
not turn himſelf within. In this ſitua- 
tion we kept him half an hour; Bad- 
deley and I laughing till our ſides ached. 
When we thought we had confined him 
long enough, the outer door was ſhut 
to hard, as if his Lordſhip was gone, 
and we lt his Excellency out, who 
ſaid, he was happy to be hid in any 
place, but that the cupboard was ſo 
ſmall, that he could not ſtir one way or 
the other. I aſked him what reaſon he 
had for hiding himſelf at all; chat we 
were not accuſtomed to ſach doings, - 
nor ſhould 1 have conſented to it, but 
to ſee how far his alarm would carry 


D 2 him. 
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1 him. That no gentleman, who honour- 
ed Mrs. Baddeley with his viſits, was 
aſhamed to be ſeen with her. Indeed, 
they are happy to be with her, and 
would be much oftener than they are, if 
ſhe was not denied to them. * If you will 
e give me leave, Sir,” ſaid , ce to paſs my 

6 conjectures on your conduct, without 

offence, I would tell you, Sir, that 
either you live with ſome favourite 
lady, whom you are fearful may hear 
© of your frequent viſits here; or, you 85 
are like thoſe, who might wiſh to be | 
ſhut up, that while ſuch and ſuch are 
* preſent, you was ſecreted, to lead 
them to think you are indulged with 
favours never beſtowed ; but, that 
* this cloſet affair may 4678 it's ef- 


„ tec, 
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« fect, pleaſe to take notice, Sir, that 


„ no one was here; that, as you wiſh- - 
« ed to be hid, I did not. oppoſe it for 
«. the laugh's ſake; and as it was done 
« by your own requeſt, you muſt par- 
« don the frolick.”—* And fo. then,” 
replied. he, Mrs. Baddeley and. you x 
«. have been div verting yourſelves at my 
« expence? Well, I give you credit 
, for the thought, and depend on it, 
Cc. one time or other, it ſhall not go un- 
. rewarded.— Why did not you: keep 
«me there longer? J ſhould not have 
*«« been angry; and believe me, what- 
c ever you may think, I am. not the 
ic man who would betray the confidence 
„% a lady might repoſe in me.” In 
mor, though, * perceived him a little 
D 33 | hur 3 
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hurt, he carried it off with great good 


humour, and politely took his leave. 
This was high glee to Mrs. Baddeley, 
who, for a long time after, would occa- 
ſionally play the part of the N eapolitan 
ambaſſador, and hide herſelf m the 
cloſet. We had fcarce got out of this. 
mirth, before Lord Melbourne came, 
to take his leave. We told him what 
had paſſed, and he laughed heartily, 
and when he went, ſaid; © Be fure, 
« Steele, keep off all the d—mned dogs 
« till my return, and put the ambaſſador 
<« under lock „ 5 
*: Now,” ſaid Mrs. Baddeley, 4. fe 
is gone for cight days, and not a 
word about money: well, I muſt be 


* contented 
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contented till I ſee his will, which I 
hope will not be long firſt. Next, 
for out Journey to Henley, anda fight 

of Mr. Gill; though, between you 
and I, Steele, (laughing) I do not 
think ſo much of him as I did.” „It 
is well,” replied I, © that you do not, 

for you may yet be diſappointed; 
and, as this is the caſe, we may as 
well defer our Journey.” No,“ re- 
turned ſhe, ce not for worlds; T would 
not miſs the opportunity of ſeeing the 
6c gear creature on any account, for 
% have him J will, as ſoon as my debts 
t ve paid; and I will be candid, and 
« tell him the true cauſe why it is lo 
* _ to be deferred.” 
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This night we were for the opera, 
9 put preſently came a perſon, who aſked 
to fee Mrs. Baddeley, and whoſe name 
was Le Duc, and whom we recollected 
to be the King's Taylor, at Paris, of 
whom we purchaſed the trimmings. He 
had, he ſaid, ſomething of conſcquence 
to impart; and of courle was, admitted, 
He was dreſſed like a nobleman ; and, 
on being requeſted to fit down, did not 
immediately ſeat himſelf, as an Engliſh 
taylor. would have done, but politely . 
declined, ſaying, the honour was e 
great for | men. in his fituation to think 
of. She inſiſted on his fitting, and 
aſked him, what faſhions he had brought 
with him; he ſaid, he had brought none 
with him, at preſent, but was going 
34 back 


Mus. SophIA BADDELEY. 45 


back to Paris immediately, and ſhould 


return in a fortnight, and bring plenty 
with him; but, that his buſineſs was 
now of another nature, which he hoped 
Mrs. Baddeley would pardon him, if it 
did not meet with her approbation, 
og This lady, I preſume,” ſaid he, he ad- 
dreſſing himſelf to Mrs. Baddeley, and 
alluding to me, © is your friend?“ - On 
her ſaying, I was, and all he had to 
fay, might be ſaid before me, he con- 
tinued, His Majeſty of France, Ma- 
« dam, has a great deſire to ſee you; 
« and, I am commiſſioned, to propoſe 
„ your coming over to Paris, with the 
ce utmoſt expedition, where he will pro- 
« vide for you for life, in a ſtate be- 
«c coming! a * under his protection $ 

“ and, 
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« and, if you think proper to comply 
« with this requeſt of his, and agree to 
* ſet off for Paris in a day or two, I 
ce have orders to let you have any ſum 
of money you want, and to deliver 
«© you a letter. In this caſe, I can take 
6e upon me to fay, you will be a happy 
lady; for he is a good king, and the 
« beſt of friends, where his fancy 
© leads.” Mrs. Baddeley replied, 
« His Majeſty of France might have 
« ſpared himſelf this trouble, and I can 
« give him my anſwer immediately, of 
“% you are commiſſioned to carry it.“ 
He faid he Was. T hen, -- gal 
< make my reſpectful compliments to 
e his Majeſty of France, and tell him, 
« I thank him for the honour of his in- 
hs vitation, 
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rc vitation, but as I have ſeen enough 
“of his country, and am ſufficiently 
« ſatisfied with my own, I ſhall not 


„think of leaving it.” On this, the | 


roſe from her feat, and left him, with 
© Good morning to you, Mr. Le Duc— 
When you come to England again, to 


© convince you I am not offended with 


6 you, for acting in obedience to your 
© orders, if you bring with you any 
« faſhions I may like, I will de a cuſ- 
ce tomer.” He then fſard to me, What 
« a pity it is that Mrs. Baddeley ſhould 
« ſtand fo much in her own light, and 
«© be ſo blind to her intereſt ;” for ſhe 
would be as great in Paris, as the 
Queen herſelf, and hoped ſhe would 
alter her opinion; that he had unlimited 


orders, 
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orders, to give her every thing ſhe aſk- 
ed; that, he was unwilling to go back 
with ſuch an anſwer, but that he was 
reſtricted to a day, aud muſt return. 
When he was gone, ſhe aſked me what 
I thought of it; © Indeed,” returned 
I, I know not what to think, I am 
© ſo ſurpriſed,” The deuce take me, “ 
ſaid ſhe, © if I would live in France to 
e be Queen of it; I hate the French, 
ce and would rather be a menial ſer- 
„ vant in England, than the French 


« King's miſtreſs. Let him go back, 
« and tell his Royal Maſter what I ſaid. 
But only think of it. When we faw 
„ him dine in public, I obſerved that 
d he looked much at me, but little 
* ſuppoſed he noticed me ſo much as 


«to 
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c to ſend after me, and now it is full a 


„ year fince! Well, I need not de- 
“ ſpair of friends, I find, when I make 
them, go where I will!” She was 
not a little vain, however, of this invi- 
tation, and did not omit to tell it to all 


her acquaintance. 

We went to the opera, and drank 
tea in our own box, when the late Lord 
Harrington came and begged a ſeat in 


one corner, to impart ſomething to Mrs. 


Baddeley, of importance; this was to 


ſay how much lie admired her, and how 
wretched he was, not to be noticed by 


her. Her reply was, that he certainly 
was a little out of his mind. He aſſur- 
ed her he was very much ſo. © Then,” 


returned ſhe, * it is dangerous fitting ſo. 
Vor, IV. | E *© near 


— 
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« near you.” 4 No,” ſaid he, © the 
“ nearer I fit to you, the ſooner I ſhall 
& becured.” Come then,” ſaid Mrs. 
Baddeley, © fit forward, cloſe by me, 
© and then your lady will ſee you, and 
© when you go home, will give you a 
«2 trimming, for you certainly deſerve | 
& it.“ It was with dithculty ſhe could 
get him away, and when he was gone, 
we had all the foreign miniſters, one 

after the other, and .many other noble- 
men. When the opera Wr over, Mrs. 
Baddeley was handed to her carriage by 
the Duke of Mancheſter, and I, by Lord 
Clanbrazil, who, whiſpered to me, that 
he wiſhed to ſee Mrs. Baddeley, to tell | 
her ſomething of her Gaby. In our way 
home, the coach -ran foul of a broad- 
| wheeled 
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wheeled waggon with eight horſes, and 


was overturned, but we received no 


hurt; only it occaſioned a ſtoppage of 


carriages, and it being preſently known 


whoſe carriage it was that was overſet, 


it was not a little flattering, to find a 


crowd of nobility on foot, ſurrounding 


us, and kindly enquiring how we were. 
M'. were handed into the firſt coach that 


came up, by ſome gentlemen who po- 


litely ſet us down at home. Our car- 
riage was much damaged; and our 
knocker went till near two in the morn- 


ing, with 2 reſpecting us. 


Next morning we got into the phae- 
ton, and ſet off for Henley ; we ſtopped 
at Salt-hill, and ſaying to Mrs, ang 
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at the Wind-mill, we ſhould be back 
there the Saturday following, went on 
to my houſe near Henloy, where Mr. 
Gill met us. He was elegantly dreſſed, 
and it did not eſcape Mrs. Baddeley's 
notice. Poor man, his joy was ſo great 
that he could neither eat nor drink. Af- 
ter dinner we walked into Kingwood, 
about three-quarters of a mile diſtant, 
to ſee the Gypſies, of which there were 
upwards of a hundred differently em- 
ployed; ſome cooking, others waſhing, 
others at dinner, &c. They wiſhed to 
tell our fortunes, but we declined ; 
however, we gave them ten ſhillings 


among us, and got their bleſſing. 


* 
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Mr. Gill was very eager to know 
what ſteps Mrs. Baddeley had taken, 
reſpecting her divorce, and whether ſhe 
had procured any advice; ſhe told him 
every thing ſhe had done, and the 
doubts Mr. Dunning had upon the oe- 
cafion ; © but,” ſaid ſhe, © there is ano- 
& ther bar, that was a divorce to take 
« place immediately „ would interrupt a: 
% marriage for the preſent.” She was: 
near three thouſand pounds in debt, and: 
till that was diſcharged, ſhe would give 
her hand to no one; for the incum- 
brance of herſelf was quite ſufficient, 
without adding to it that of her debts. 
He, with all the ardour of a lover, beg- 
ged her not to think of her debts, for he 
uould prefer a jail with her, rather than a 
. palace. 


54 Tux Memoirs or 


palace without her. This,” continued 
he, * ſhall not retard the bufineſs a day. 

% Had I it in my power, I would diſ- 

« charge them inſtantly ; but that will 
ce never be, whilſt my father lives. 
0 However, when your creditors know 
« it will be one day in my power to pay 
&« them, I ſhould ſuppoſe they would 
ec wait that day with patience.” She 
thanked him, but ſaid, by the time a 
divorce could take place, ſhe ſhould be 
able to pay them herſelf he muſt there- 
fore reſt himſelf ſatisfied for the preſent. 
He ſeemed to acquieſce in all ſhe ſaid ; 
but begged leave to extort from her a 
promiſe never to give her hand to any 
other perſon, but to marry him as ſoon 
as ſhe was at liberty. This ſhe ſolemn- 


ly * 
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1y promiſed, and he was as happy as he 
could be. 8 


We ſtayed till the Saturday, and then 
ſet off for London; and, on calling at 
Salt-hill, we found Mr. Damer, whom 
Mrs. Partridge had acquainted of our 
defigning to be there. With him we 
dined ; but after. dinner, Mrs. Baddeley 
being taken ill, with her old complaint, 
a ſick head-ach, he politely offered her 
the uſe of his carriage; ſaying, he would 
ride in the phaeton. She told him the 
horſes were rather ungovernable, and as 
no one could drive them ſo well as me, 
it would be better for him and her to 
ride in the chaiſe, and Mrs. Steele might 
drive along fide of it, This was ſettled, 


and 
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and thus we came to London. Mr. Da- 


mer ſo pleaded his cauſe with her, in 


this tete-a-tcte,. that ſhe noticed him 


afterwards more than ſhe had done be- 
fore. On our return, we found let- 


ters from Lord Melbourne, and Lord 


- Falmouth; with a card from Baron 
Diede, to dine with him as that day; 


and one from Mr. Stanley, inviting him- 
felf to tea, The maid told us, that 
among the numbers that had called, and 


left their names, was a Mr. Scott, a 


filk-mercer, for five hundred pounds, 
which Mrs. Baddeley owed him; and: 


which he was very angry about, and 


faid he ſhould call no more. Mrs. Bad- 
deley ſaid, ſhe owed no ſuch ſum for 
filks, nor did ſhe -recolle& the name of 

= + Scott; 
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Scott; and ſeemed a little uneaſy, The 
girl replicd, ſhe was certain ſhe was 
right; for that he talked with her a 
good while on the ſubject, and aſked 
her, whether ſhe did not think it wrong, 
that he ſhould be obliged to come ſo of- 
ten after his money. Why,” ſaid Mrs. 
Baddeley, «© Did you ever ſee him be- 
fore? O, yes, ma'am,” returned 
the girl, I have ſcen the man often 
© here; he came the day that Sally 
« firſt came; and if you remember took 
c up the cat, and faid he would burn 
© it. «O, goodneſs,” ſaid I, © I now 
© know who it is; it is no other than 
" © Damer, i in one of his funny moods. — 

«© Did he write his name on the ſlate ?” 
c Yes,” replied the girl, and fetched 
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it, and as ſoon as we ſaw it, we knew 
his hand-writing. J am glad,” ſaid 
Mrs. Baddeley, © it is no worſe, for ! 
| © began to be frightened,” 


Me ſupped alone this evening, and 
Mrs. Baddeley, though ſhe was relieved 
from the head-ach, was very low ſpirit- 
ed; ſhe cried and hung round my neck, 
and begged me to ſwear I would never 
part with her, if death or oblige 
me. As I had given her no cauſe for 
this uneafineſs, I wondered the more at 


it; and told her, I had no defign to 


leave her. © If you do,” ſaid ſhe, © I 
« ſhall be loſt for ever, and ſhall, like 
2 Jane Shore, come to on houſe and 


„ beg my bread of you.“ I intreated 
her 
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her to tell me the occaſion of this un- 
eafineſs ; for that ſhe diſtreſſed me ex 
ceedingly..—<* When you was from me 
« in the phaeton,” ſaid ſhe, © I thought 
© my heart would have breke; I looked | 
«& at you often, and thought I was with- 


c out all I valued upon earth; and a 


* 


& thouſand fooliſh thoughts came into 


cc my. head; that ſome reaſons might 


* little time take you from me; 
and then I ſhould be an out-caſt, and 
miſerable.” I took this opportunity 
to reaſon with her, and aſſured her if 
ſhe would be her own friend, and never 
give me cauſe, I never would leave. her, 
whilſt either ſhe or I lived. That 1 


5 


N 


cc 


had ſuffered, in my mind, a great deal 
on her account; but, that as I loved her 


: — 
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as my ſiſter, I ſhould never think of : 
living from her, if her miſconduct did 
- not force me; for let her ſituation be 
what it would, nothing ſhould drive me 
from her, but her imprudence. She 
thanked me a thouſand times, and ſaid, 
it ſhould be the ſtudy of her life to 
pleaſe me, and to make me happy. 
This quieted her, and I perſuaded her 
to go to bed. 
The next morning ſhe was in better 
ſpirits; and an anecdote or two, told her 
by her hair-dreſſer, made her laugh ex- 
ceedingly. Among others, he told us 
that Mrs. Barry, of Drury-lane Thea- 
tre, was very ill; but that he had ſeen 
her three days before beat her hair- 

dreſſer, 
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dreſſer, kick him down ſtairs, and tum- 
ble him from the top to the bottom; 
and on being aſked for what reaſon, re- 
plied, only for catching hold of her ear, 
in a hurry, with the hot pinching irons, 
inſtead of her curl, and that the man 
avowed he'd dreſs her no more, for he 
was afraid of her. Where did this hap- 
ce pen? ſaid I. At the theatre, he repli- 


% ed, and as he was coming out of Mrs. 


Abington's room he was an eye witneſs 
to it. But ſcandal is the life of the green- 
room, and this ſtory, I have no doubt, was 
food to the dealers in it for a month. Be- 
fore my hair was dreſſed, came old Lord 

Harrington; and as Mrs. Baddeley de- 
clared ſhe would not ſee him, but in my 
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ing cap, and go down with her. He 
told her it was an age ſince he ſaw her 
at the Opera, and was happy he was 
not diſappointed at having it in his 
power to offer her any ſervice ſhe 
might ſtand in need of. She thanked 
him, and ſaid, at preſent ſhe was not 
in need of any. He then proceeded to 
declare ſhe was, in his opinion, the fineſt 
woman he ever beheld; wiſhed his 
fortune would enable him to lay thou- 
ſands at her feet ; and, if ſhe would per- 
mit him to pay his reſpeQs to her once 
a week, ſhe might command his purſe; 
and, as a proof of his intentions, if ſhe 
would accept of thoſe three hundred 
pounds, (holding up bank-notes to the 
amount), it was much at her ſervice. 

1 OT 
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* My Lord,” returned the, 1 per- 


A 


fectly underſtand you; and the terms 


ee on which you offer your bounty are 


e ſuch, that I can no way accept it; 


« even if I wanted money, which in fact 


I do not; and I muſt beg the favour 
cc 


you will never offend my ears again 
with a repetition of the ſame kind.” 
He then began to explain away his 
words, by ſaying, he had advanced no- 
thing that might give any lady offence. 
He only wiſhed, by permiſſion, to call 
on her once a week; it being his greateſt 
delight to fit with an agreeable woman 
like her, and hear her ſing, and paſs 


away a few bours in converſation ; that 
he meant nothing indelicate ; that he 
Was not a boy, nor like the gay world 
Fs: _— 
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in diffipation ; that he was fond of pleaſ- 
ing ſociety; and was obliged to ſeek for 
that abroad, which he could not meet 
with at home; that he was far from 
knowing what domeſtic happineſs was; 
and therefore, coveted the company 
of a female friend, where he found 
one to his liking: that his fortune was 
not a ſplendid one, but that, neverthe- 
leſs, he had it in his power to take care 
of any lady who was not unwilling to 
repoſe a confidence in him; and, as theſe 
were his real ſentiments, he did not ſee 
how they could give offence, his wiſh 
being only to viſit her on the ſcore of 
friendſhip; and that on ſuch days as 
might be agreeable to herſelf ; without 
interfering with any of her engage- 
ments. 
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ments. Mrs. Baddeley replied, that 


admitting his vifits were meant only in 


the light he was pleaſed to repreſent 


them, her connex1ons were ſuch, that his | 
frequent viſits might give cauſe of 
_ uneafineſs where ſhe ſhould be unhap- 


py to do it. However, he wiſhed her 
to turn it in her mind, and give him 


an anſwer ſome few days after. She 


promiſed this, and he put up his bank- 


notes, ſaying he would do himſelf the 


honour to wait on her again, in the 
courſe of a week, to know the reſult of 
her determinations. His chair was cal- 
led, and he left us. 


He was no ſooner gone, than my ſer- 
vant brought in word, that a gentleman 
117 
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wanted to ſee Mrs. Baddeley. © Who 
&« heis?” ſaid the fellow, 6 don't know, 
« for he would not give me his name.” 
« Go then, and tell him,” ſaid I, * that 
«< unleſs he ſends in his name, he can 
ce ſee neither of us; nor even then, un- 
ce leſs he is known to us.” The ſer- 
vant delivered this meſſage; and „ on the 
perſon's ſaying, he was not known to the 
ladies by name; nor could he tell his 
duſineſs but to Mrs. Baddeley ; he told 
him, he could not ſee her; at this he 
grew warm, and threatened to cane my 
ſervant for his inſolence. Words aroſe, 


and John got him out, and ſhut the 
door in his face. 
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The perſon went way, and ſoon after 
ſent the following letter. 


«© Honoured Madam, 

J was ſent by a gentleman of 
« fortune, to tell you. how much he 
q loved you —I am his head ſcrvant ; 
te and did not deſerve the impudence 
bes your man did ſhew me. I wait there- 
4 fore for your ſpeedy anſwer to this, 
4 that I may come and deliver my or- 
« ders; andam, for my maſter, 

« Your humble ſervant, 
„Peter Fowler. 


„ Feathers Tavern, 
. Bond ſtreet” 


To Mrs. Baddeley, 
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To this letter, Mrs. Baddeley ſaid, 
there was no other anſwer than to tell 
the man who wrote it, that he was an 

impudent fellow. This was delivered, 
and we heard no more of him. In the 
interim came Mr. William Fawkner; 
but Mrs. Baddeley not ſeeming ſo hap- 
py to ſee him as ſhe uſed, he enquired 
the cauſe of it, and hoped he had not 
given offence; ſaying, her . coolneſs 
made him exceedingly unhappy. He 
took hold of her hand, but ſhe with- 
drew it. At this he exclaimed, © Good 
«© God, my dear Mrs, Baddeley | What 
ay; haveldone? How wretched you make 
cc me!” She told him, ſhe ſhould always 
be happy to ſee him, as the reſt of her 
friends, and would not have him think 
| more 
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more of her than as an acquaintance; 
ſhe had well conſidered the conſequence 
of her own conduct, ſaw it was highly im 
proper, and therefore determined, in fu- 
ture, to have no further intercourſe with 
bim than as a friend; in which light 
ſhe ſhould ever conſider him, and value 
him. He endeavoured to ex poſtulate; 
but ſhe would not hear. He told her, 
let her determinations be what they 
would, ſhe would ever be dear to his 
remembrance; but, that it would lay him 
under the neceſſity of diſcontinuing his 
viſits, as he could never bear up under 
the mortification the fight of her would 
occaſion; for, it would renew the re- 
collection of his paſt happineſs ; and, {| 
that recollection would make him = 
_ wretched, : 
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wretched. He could only therefore, 
with heart-felt ſorrow at his diſmiſſion, 
return her ten thouſand thanks for the 
indulgences ſhe had-beſtowed upon him. 
In ſhort, as he had not power to fay 
more, ſhe muſt pardon his leaving her. 
With this he bowed, and went out of 
the houſe | in a minute. 


« Well now, = dear Steele,” ſaid 
ſhe, you ſee I can keep my reſolution, 


I did this, and will do more, to con- 
vince you how much 1 value you 
% and your advice. Did not this come 
e on you unexpectedly? Could you 
% ſuppoſe I could do this to 2 man 
c whom I on. I loved; and to whom 
1 was ſo attached, chat I would have 


&« taken 
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cc taken him for life? TI ”any an hour 
«© have I been happy n his company, 
« and the more ſo, as it was unknown 


c to you. But that's now over, as 


ec ſhall more of my imprudence ſhortly 
« be.” I was happy at this, and told 


her, it was in her own power yet to. 
be one of the moſt comfortable wo- 
men upon earth. I believe ſo,” 
returned ſhe ; © and I am reſolved I'll 


*« try for it.” I ſaid, ſhe might ſtill 


have an engagement at Drury-lane, 
No,“ replied ſhe, © I will never have 
* any thing more to do with the ſtage, 
6 for it has been my deſtruction.” Dur- 
ing this converſation, came Count Haſ- 
lang. We enquired kindly how he did; 
and Mrs, Baddeley expreſſed much un- 

happineſs 
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happineſs at the accident that ſo long 
confined him. He begged no apology 
might be made, ſaying, the fault was 
his own; he had fuffered a good deal, 
but was now pretty well recovered, 
and the ſight of her ſo enlivened bim, 
that he felt not the leaſt pain any where, 
but in his heart. Mrs. Baddeley told 
him, he could not poſſibly feel any 
there; for he muſt certainly long fince 
have beſtowed it on ſome worthy object. 
On the contrary, he aſſured her it was 
undiſpoſed of till he ſaw her; and, that 
he muſt finally confeſs he was ſo im- 
preſſed with her beauty, that he could 
have no reſt, © You are then,” re- 


turned ſhe, © juſt as I am, for I have but 
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ſaid he, “ ſome ſprightly' rivat in my 
e Many,” replied ſhe, ' but men 


% now; are the leaſt of my thoughts; 


and IJ intend to put up a paper at 


ce my door, to acquaint all my friends, 
«that do me the honour to call on me, 
* that a prohibition is laid in the houſe 


<c on the name of Love, or any thing 
<* bordering on it.” For ſhe was not 


without the man of her heart, and to 


him alone all her favours were due, 
The old gentleman ſtill went on, that 


it might be preſumption in him, at his 


time of life, to think of ſo beautiſul a 
creature; but that he was not without 


his feelings. She endeavoured to turn 


the converſation, by aſking what news: 


abroad? © None,” ſaid he, of con- 
vw. 0 ces, 
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18 fequence, but, that the men are all 
“ mad, like-myſelf,” * If that be the 
© caſe,” ſhe replied, 4 Jil ſee none of 
cc them; it is dangerous to be with 
ce them; and ſo, as I am going out, and 
« muſt dreſs, I. will with you good. 
< morning.” With this ſhe left him; 
and, as I pleaded the ſame excuſe, he 
ſoon went away, ſaying, he ſhould not 
give up his wiſhes, whatever might be 
his diſappointments. - Count Haſlang, 
was upwards of ſeventy years of age; 
and, to hear ſuch an old fool talk of 
love was ſurfeiting. But the men, 1 
find, are all alike, young and old, and 
will purſue their inclinations, however 
ridiculous it may appear; and to their 
illicit amours they will facrifice the 
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name of love, and talk of affection, 
when they have not the leaſt ſpark of it. 
Mrs. Baddeley, I will admit, was not 
blind to the follies of many, that paid 
court to her; and if, at times, ſhe gave 
way to imprudence, the good - natured 
reader will, I truſt, make ſome little al- 
lowance, when he has been told of her 
youth, her beauty, and perſonal accom- 
pliſhments; and the great admiration ſhe 
always had, enough, as I have before 
obſerved, to make any woman vain, of 
ten times the underſtanding, eſpecially 
in an age of diſſipation, when reſerves 
are too much laid aſide. It is an eaſy 
thing for a woman to fit down and 
cenſure the conduct of Mrs. Badde- 
ley; but I will venture to ſay, not 
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one in ten, in her ſituation, could have 
| withſtood the temptations ſhe met with. 
1 do not advance this as an excuſe for 
her errors; but, I would have my female 
readers to conſider the many attractions 
ſhe withſtood, and the many temptations 
The avoided ; how much her vanity 
Was ſwelled, and her ambition heigten- 
ed, by the homage and adoration paid 
her; and then condemn her if they 
pleaſe. She was made like other mor- 
tals, of human materials; and, if ſhe fell 
a ſacrifice to vanity, let it be kindly 
attributed to the frailty of her ſex. 
Many were the applications to Mrs. 
Baddeley for her favours, even from 
men in ſecond life, who made her offers 
that would have tended to the ruin of 


rhemſelves 5 
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themſelves and families, but ſhe liſ⸗ 


tened to none of them; ; and, was I to 


relate the whole, it would fill a dozen 


volumes, and anſwer no purpoſe, but 


to make families unhappy. I have not 


mentioned any but thoſe who are ge- 


nerally known, nor do I mean it; ſuch 


will paſs unobſerved and unnoticed, nor 


ſhall my pen diſturb their peaceful moe 
ments. I will advert then to Lord Fal- 


mouth, who came to try the effect of 
gold, and ſee whether it had more in- 
fluence than perſuaſion. Mrs. Baddeley 


admitted him, and a repetition of his 


former declarations took place, which 


ſhe told him, as ſhe had done before, 5 
were diſagreeable to her. He then tcox 


out of his coat pocket a large purſe, 
— G4 full 
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full of gold; ſaid it contained five hun- 
dred guineas, and was at her ſervice, 
and more if ſhe would accept it ; that, 
he preſented her that trifle to purchaſe 
fomething for his ſake; and which, to 
my great ſurprize, and the firſt time 1 
ever ſaw her accept a favour from a 
perſon to whom ſhe had not beſtowed 
one; I ſay, toe my great ſurprize, ſhe 
took up the purſe, put it into her pocket, 
thanked him, and ſaid ſhe ſhould not 
fail to lay out the contents as he deſired, 
His Lordſhip told her, the was wel- 
come to it, and as much more, if ſhe 
yyould do him the favour to accept it.— 
& No, my Lord,” returned ſhe, * the 
« preſent you have made me, is more 
10 than I expected, nor would I have 
& taken 
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« taken it, but with an intent to pur- 
* chaſe ſomething in memory of ſo 
& good a friend.“ You muſt not,” 
faid he, call me by that cool name, 
4 00> F abſolutely love you,” She 
hoped he did, and wiſhed all the world 
would, as the would never do any thing 
Z to incur their hatred: She was in high 
ſpirits, and he begged her to be alittle 
ſerious; but ſhe told him, it was one of 
her mirthful days, and her friends would 
be happy to find it, for ſhe was going 
out to dinner. On this he took his 
leave, begging ſhe would fix a day when 
he might have the honour of calling on 
her again. Mrs. Baddeley ſaid, when- 
ever it was agreeable to him. He then 

| bowed and left her. 25 
She 
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P She was quite overjoyed with this five 
hundred guineas, and ſaid, © This time 
I think I have acted right; for I am 
. ſo tormented with theſe old gentle- 
* | men, that I am determin=d to: take 
“ all they will give me, by way of re- 
ee compence, but never meet their 
« wiſhes otherwiſe than by thanking 
« them. Here, take rhe purfe, Steele, 
% and pay away the contents to whom 
cc you pleaſe, or keep it in part of what 
&« I owe you.” I told her, my account 
with her ſhould be the laſt thought of, 
and that we would confider the beft uſe 
10 apply it e. To prevent being 
6 troubled with Lord Falmouth's vifits 
& in futuro, ſaid Mrs. Baddeley, © Iwill 
105 give orders to be denied; nor will 
| cc * ſee 
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« fre old Count 'Haſlang, for I hate 
* him monſtrouſly; he always looks as 
if he had a ſtake run down his back.” 
The ſervant had bis orders; for, fince 
dining out was an excuſe, we meant to 
ſpend the day alone. Lord Winchelſea 
and Mr. Storer called, and we were 
denied to both; but, in the evening, 
we :ſaw-a Mr. P. who tendered us his 
iſervices, ſaid, he had a quantity of 
French wines, very fine and good, which 
he had run, and could afford to ſell ac 
half the price we paid for them at pre- 
ſent. He was clever and ſenſible, and 
ſeemed not only the man of buſineſs, 
but the gentleman. This man was a 
ſurveyor as well as a merchant, and em- 
ployed a relation of mine, who was 

under 
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ater many ten to him. Mrs. 
Baddeley told him, ſhe would be a 


cuſtomer to him, gave him an order, 


and told him to ſend in ſuch as he could 


recommend ; for, as ſome of the noby- 


lity did her the henour occaſionally 


to dine with her, it might be a re- 
commendation to him. I do not con- 
ceal this perſon's name from motives of 
delicacy, but from policy, as he wil 
appear in a very different light here- 
after; he was a man little known to the 
world, and as ſuch, his name is of little 


conſequence, 


A man, whom we had employed to | 
build a waſh-houſe for us „having charg- 


ed us forty-eight. pounds, when he 


agreed 
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agreed to do the job for twenty pounds, 8 
we told Mr. P. of it. He ſaid, thoſe 

kind of people generally impoſed 

upon ladies; but, if we would give 

him the bill, and authoriſe him to ſet- 
tle It, we ſhould have juſtice done us; 
© and, as I do not want for money,“ 
continued he, * and have ſome at your 
&« command to pay this man, or twenty 
&« ſuch, I will do it with pleaſure.” 
We thanked him, and he ſtaid tea and 
ſupper. Mrs. Baddeley, whoſe great 
fault was: that of being too communiea- 
tive, made this man acquainted win 
her ſituation as to debts, and he very 
officiouſiy told her, in a friendly way, 
that he had ſome thouſands in his bank- 

ex's hands, and he would ſettle the 


N whole, 
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whole, and ſhe might re pay him in ſuch 
ſums as ſhe could conveniently ſpare; 
for he ſhould be happy to be of ſervice 


to us. Mrs. Baddeley then defired me 


to ſhow Mr. P. the liſt of what ſhe 
owed; I did, and his anſwer was, „I 


“e beg you will not think of paying one 


ce ſhilling of theſe debts yourſelf, but 
ee refer them to me, and I will ſettle 
ce with them all.” She told him, ſhe 


was obliged to him; and, as a proof 
how much ſhe wiſhed to convince him, 
that ſhe would let him have the money 


as faſt as ſhe could ſpare it, ſhe begged 
of nie to give bim the five hundred 
guineas in the houſe, He declined 
taking it, but ſhe inſiſted ſo much on 
it, that he could not refuſe it. He then 
| took 


Ms. SoPHIA BADDELEY, 85 


took out his pocket- book, and gave 
her ſome cheques -of Mr. Couts, the 
banker, and bade her draw, when ſhe 
wanted caſh, and he would take care 
ſhe ſhould be ſupplied ; and, the next 
day, he would ſet about ſettling her af- 
Fairs, and he hoped to her ſatisfaction; 
as he thought he ſhould be able to ſave 
her many pounds, and not leſſen us in 
their opinion, but keep us our conſe- 
| quence. I was not a little pleaſed with 
this, as tradeſmen are apt to take ad- 
vantages of women, be they ever ſo 
glever, or ever ſo much upon their 
guard. This was ever my opinion, and 
I am ſtill more confirmed in it, ſince I 
have read a work, put into my hands, 

which I had occaſional recourſe to, by 
Vox. IV. H way 
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way of relief, whilſt I was writing theſe 

memoirs; and, in juſtice to the merits 
of that work, I will own, that had it 
been publiſhed years ago, and fallen 
into my hands, it would have ſaved me 
hundreds of pounds. The reader, per- 
haps, \ will not be diſpleaſed with me, if 
I tell him the name of this book. It is 
called Modern Times; or, the Adventures 
of Gabriel Outcaſt, and 1s a novel in 
three volumes, written in imitation of 
Gil Blas. As the title announces, that 
it has been conſiderably improved, and 
enlarged, ſince it was firſt publiſhed, it 
may not be unneceſſary to ſay, that what 
Tread was it's third edition, and laugh- 
ed through it, from one end to the 
other. The author, whoever he is, muſt 
5 be 
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be a man of infinite humpur and inge- 

nuity, and have a thorough knowledge 
of life; as, under a well - told train of ad- 
ventures, he ſets before his readers the 
arts, deceptions, and villainies of the 
world, in all profeſſions; and thus in- 
ſtruts, whilſt he entertains; and a peru- 
ſal of it will be uſeful to hundreds, who 
may never through life, ſee, or know, 
half they will learn in theſe volumes, 
But to return. | 5 


Putting a mark on thoſe bills, which 
T wiſhed ſhould be firſt paid, I gave 
Mr. P. the liſt of her debts, and alſo 
the bills for repairing and improving 
Hammerſmith houſe, which he faid was 
a great impoſition, and he would ſee us 

H 2 righted. 
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righted. Mrs. Baddeley and 1 gave 
Mr. P. full power to act for us; and he, 
the next day, paid more than the five 
hundred guineas he received, for he 
brought receipts to the amount of fix 
hundred and ſixty pounds; and made the 
man, who charged forty eight pounds, 
take thirty pounds, and brought us his 
receipt in full. This gave us great plea- 
| ſare, as the man told me, he would not 
abate a ſingle ſhilling of his demand. 


Mr. P. was now much in our eſteem : 
for he ſeemed highly to deſerve it, and 
frequently ſent us valuable little pre- 
fents; and, once a day, called regularly 
to ſee what we wanted, and how he 
could ſerve us, All we drew on Mr. 
. | | Couts 
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Couts for, was punctually paid. though 
we did not draw for much. Mrs. Bad- 
deley made him a confident in all her 
affairs; told him that ſhe was obliged to 
Lord Melbourne for what ſhe had, and 
enumerated what he had done for her, 
and what expectations ſhe had from him, 
and how much ſhe was in my debt. In 
ſhort, as ſhe kept no ſecret from him, 
be had reaſon to believe he ſhould be 

repaid all he advanced, and being of a 

friendly turn, was as happy, in appear- 
ance, in doing us this kindneſs, as we 
could be to receive it. We will now 
leave him, for the preſent ;. what I have 
ſaid being neceffary for the elucidation 
of what happened afterwards, 


» 
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Going through Hyde-park, in our 
way to Hammerſmith, we met with Mr. 
Stanley, who, ſaying he had lamed his 

Horſe, and ſent him home by his ſervant, 
and wiſhed we would give him a caſt 
to Kenfington, we took him into the 
coach; when he ſaid a thouſand civil 
things to Mrs. Baddeley, and fell on his 
Knees to her, as men will do, to obe 
tain what they want. She told him, 
that conduct might have it's effect with 
girls under twenty, but not with her; 
and begged him to riſe, and not teize 
her in a manner ſo diſagreeable to her; 
but, nothing could prevent him, and 
he continued his nonſenſe till we reach- 
ed Kenſington gate, where we ſat him 
down, | | . | 

0 On 


Sg | | 1 


Ms. SorHIA BADDELEY. 91 


On our arrival at our houſe at Ham- 
merſmith, we were told, a man had 
called to ſpeak with Mrs. Baddeley; 
that his name was Freelove, and his bu- 
| fineſs information for her good; that, he 
lived at Chiſwick, and if ſhe wiſhed to 
ſee him, he would wait on her on being 
ſent for. This odd meſſage excited 
our curioſity, and we ſent for him, 
When he came, he begged the door 
might be ſhut, as his buſineſs was not 
to be known by ſervants. The door 
being 'ſhut, he told Mrs. Baddeley, 
that he had a brother, who lived in 
Berkeley-ſtreet, Piccadilly, and, who 
kept a houſe there for the reception of 
the nobility; and, who had been after 
her many times, at the deſire of a noble 
duke, 
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duke, who bad offers to make her, 
which he preſumed ſhe would not re- 
fuſe; but, madam,” ſaid he, as I 
« am unacquainted with ſuch buſineſs, 
& J muſt leave it to you to act as you 
« pleaſe. This is my information, and 
* if you wiſh to have it, I can tell you 
et the duke's name.” No, ſaid Mrs. 
Baddeley, © I do not wifh to hear it.“ 
« O, pray let us have his name ;” ſaid F, 
ce Who is the duke? &c No leſs 2 
* man,” replied RG than the Duke 
56 of Devonſhire.” * Now,” ſaid Mrs, 
- Baddeley, © I am acquainted with the 
« buſineſs; I wiſh you had kept your 
© information to yourſelf, for I ſhall 
neither ſee your brother, nor his 
& Grace. The man replied, he did 

8 this 
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this to ſerve her, and ſince he found it 
had offended her, he ſhould be off; ac- 
cordingly he tripped away without far- 
ther ceremony, or even ſhutting the 
door after him. : 


Mrs. Baddeley was ſo diſpleaſed, at 


the manner in which his Grace ſent to 
' her, and the perſon he employed in the 
buſineſs, that the was half-inclined to 
write to him and affront him ; but, as 
] told her he was a fooliſh young man, 
and the beſt way would be to take no 
notice of it, ſhe gave it up, with ſaying, 


ſhe would only give him ſome of her 
contemptuous looks when next ſhe met 
him in public. Mrs. Baddeley was poſ- 
ſeſſed of a handſome pair of piſtols, 
theſe 
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theſe were at Hammerſmith, and ſhe 
propoſed taking them home as a preſent 
to Mr. P. and aſked her ſervant if they 
were charged, he told her not; and, in 
our way home, ſhe having one, and I 
the other, began to trifle with each 
other; the ſaid, the would ſhoot me; 
and I told her I would do the fame, and 
we preſented the piſtols at each other, 
and ſhould probably have done one 
another a miſchief, if an accident had 
not prevented it. Turning out of the 
great road, in order to pay my fiſter a 
vifit, who lived in the King's Road, 
Chelſea; three ill- looking fellows came 
up, and two of them ordered the coach- ; 
man to ſtop; I put out the piſtol, and 
told one of the men, if he came near the 


coach, 
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5 


coach, he was a dead man; and, put- 


ting my finger accidentally to the trig- 


ger, the piſtol went off, and frightened 
the horſes ſo much, that they galloped 


away, and it was ſome time before the 


coachman could ſtop them. It faved 


us from being robbed, but frightened 


me and Mrs. Baddeley ſo much, that 


we were not ourſelves for ſome time; 
and the more fo, when we recollected 


we had preſented them at each other, 


and it was a providence they did not go 


off then; for, had I pulled the trigger 
then, I ſhould certainly have killed her, 


and, had I done it, I never could have 


ſurvived her. It has been a warning to 


me, and ever will, not to handle fire- 
arms again. 
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We ſtopped at my ſiſter's ; ſhe ſaid 


Lord Groſvenor had called on her the 


day before, and kindly aſked after us; 
ſaid, he had been to the ſchool where 
his children were at, and gave orders 
that Lady Groſvenor might not ſee 
them. This, ſhe ſaid, was an act of 
cruelty in him, as the children were 
her's; and, that having given theſe or- 
ders before, Lady Groſvenor, with all 
the affection of a parent, had dreſſed 
herſelf like a ſervant, and abſolutely 


hired herſelf in that capacity, to the 


miſtreſs of the ſchool, in order to get a 


ſight of them. She faid, ſhe did not 
know the truth of this, but, that it was 
the common report of that neighbour- 
| hood, Lord Groſvenor, the next morn- 


ing 
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5 ing, called on us, but did not ſee Mrs. 


Baddeley ; he honeſtly confeſſed to me, 
that he thought her a fine woman, but 


did not ſee that beauty in her, wherein 
others thought ſo much of. His viſits 


at our houſe were but few, but, they 
were friendly. It was from him we had 
always tickets for the maſked balls, and 
Mrs. Baddeley never thought of apply- 
ing any where elſe, 


As Mr. P. will cut no ſmall figure in 
this work, I muſt not omit to make my 
readers acquainted with his merits, as I 


go on. He called himſelf Mrs. Bad- 
deley's agent; looked over the bills for 


repairing Hammerſmith houſe, being a 


ſurveyor by profeſſion, curtailed them 
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all, and ſetilad them, as he did every 
other debt ſhe owed; by paying ſome 
in full, others in partg:and, giving others 
his notes, payable at a diſtant time, for 
his paper word paſs like bank- notes. By 
this kindneſs, I was much relieved from 
2 heavy charge; and, though I was as 
keen as I could be, I found by Mr. P. 
that I was not adequate to the taſk T 
undertook ; for he made them make 
_ conſiderable abatements in all their bills: 
ſo that for a length of time after this, 
1 never paid five pounds, but referred 
them all to him. He kept a regular 
book, and produced proper. vouchers, 
for all he paid and received ; and, fre- 
quently offered to pay her bills, when 
he had not caſh of 'her'ss Thus was 
. = 
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hea i lend, and fond her many 


pounds; I- may ſay hundreds. I had 


now ſome little money by me, and his 
hinting one day, that he had a draft 


payable the. next, and. was not quite 


prepared for 1 it, I told him, I had four 


hundred pounds of my on money, 
then in the houſe, and the loan of it 
was much at his ſervice; atleaſt, he might 
take it -as. money of Mrs. Baddeley's, 
and apply it for her uſe, as he thought 
proper. He thanked me, took it, and 
gave me his receipt for the ſame. 


At a maſked ball, at Mrs. Cornellys', 


in Soho-ſquare, for which Lord Grof- 
venor ſent us tickets; and, whilſt he was 


with us, unmaſked; a well dreſſed cham- 
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ber- maid, with a broom and duſt-ſhovel, 
in true character, came up often, and 


ſwept around us; ſhe ſtruck Lord Groſve- 5 


nor ſo much, that he was deſirous of 
finding out who ſhe was; having told him, 
in a tone of voice not her own, that he 
knew her; he followed her about, but 
could not learn who ſhe was. When he 
returned to us, ſhe came up again, beg- 
ged pardon for being ſo troubleſome; 
but, ſeeing ſo much dirt about us, her 
lady would diſcharge her, if ſhe did not 
clear it away. 0 Well, young woman,” 
ſaid his Lordſhip, © ſhall I have a few 
ee minutes chat with” you W—_c Yes, 
, Sir,” ſhe replied, “ if you pleaſe,” — 


Off went Lord Groſvenor again, with 
this maſk, to find out, if poſſible, who 
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ſhe' was; he ſtaid the beſt part of an 
kour with her, and returned, ſaying, he 


could not for his life find her out; but, 


he was certain, ſhe was ſome woman of 


faſhion, for ſhe Knew: a good deal of 


him. Mrs. Baddeley adviſed him to go 
again to- her. Away he went, and a 
gentleman, whom we found afterwards: 
to be Lord Pembroke, preſently came 


and told us, that Lord Groſvenor was 


tete-a-tète with his own wife, and did 
not know it;, for, that. the ohamber- 
maid. was: no other than Lady Groſyve- 


nor. This was buzzed round the room,, 
and his Lordſhip was pointed. at by a: 


number of his. friends. Mr. Damer,, 


ſaid, it was a pity, and he would go 


and tell him; as the eye of every one 


Vo, An" 
2 


ee, 22 
a — 
RE 


FUL. 


6 pa 7 
. A — r F 
- 2 8 1 4 7 Wl 7 ys HE 
PE > 1 nner, 4, Nt, . ane A . 3 
FCC iP I ge rake : S 
bl E 4 > . a, es 2 — n * 
its #6 21-4 —_ 1 
2 


La a wage > 4 » N 1 . 
5 - + (4 l PE © 1 
k - Pa af 4 
= 5 2 = 
- * 


i 2 

* * neee — 

a - N — 7 
> ” G ” * 


102 TE MzMolRs or 


was upon him. He went up to him, 
and whiſpered him in his ear, that he 
was talking to his Lady; his Lordſhip 
having ſat down by her, and being then 
in warm converſation with her. In- 
formed of this, he jumped up inſtantly, 
and came to us in great agitation, ſay- 
ing, he would rather have given a thou- 
fand guineas, than ſuch a thing ſhould 
have happened; but, that ſhe diſguiſed 
her voice ſo much, and played her 
Part ſo well, that he had not the leaſt 
Conception who ſhe was. We took the 
opportunity to beg he would be recon- 
ciled to her ; for, that many ladies had 
been guilty of more imprudence than 
her, and, yet it had been over-looked. 
His Lordſhip ſwore he never would: 
55 Lady 
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Lady Groſvenor did not give up her 
purſuit of him; for ſhe followed him 
all the night, and often ſaid to me, 


ce on me; I wiſh him to be friends with 
© me;” but he did all in his power to 
avoid her ; and, finding he could not, 
begged of us to go home ſooner than 
we intended ; for his Lordſhip was in 
our party. Lady Groſvenor followed 
us out of the houſe, and ſaid to me, in 
my ear, I wiſh I was in your place ;” 
I replied, I wiſhed ſhe was; then, tak- 
ing me by the hand, ſhe ſaid, God 


* bleſs you;” and continued with us 
till we were all in the carriage. True; WW 


. faid I to myſelf, as ſoon as we parted; 


Poor creature, I wiſh with all my heart 
| the 


* — 
* Pagans — 
: a 0 * „ — ON 
1 La m_ F 8 
RN 8 MC 3 


9 — St. ne ras 2+ £7. ET of AL 
I 58 1 N 
n WW Ms) * Wh. * 1 a — 
> 300 I. Go pg " y 8 
1 n 2 7 .* r N 3 . 
7 n "Ly" 3 
2 * r 
FFP 
2 F< * 


F r 
* =, fn 
WW — 0 
Wo , 


N 1 


SEES EEK. — 
oy — 4 
_ — = 4 


— 1 
7 - 


EY : ra Bog 
«7 Le of 5 


; | 
S 
r 
. : 


104 Tut Mrmoirs op 


ſhe had been with us, and partook of 
fome of his Lordſhip's ſmiles ;: and hap« 
py ſhould I have been, had I been able 
to prevail in her favour; but his anger 
and reſentment was ſuch, that he would 

not hear a word we had ta ſay. 


A Captain Crawford; of the Guards, 
an intimate friend of Captain Fawkner, 
and a polite handſome young man, whom 
indeed we had ſeen before; came to 
pay Mrs. Baddeley a vifit, having 
heard, I preſume, of what had paſſed 
between her and Captain Fawkner. 
Though, when I ſay hand/ome, I do not 
.. mean to ſay that Mrs. | Baddeley never be- 

ſtowed her attention or favours: volunta- 
| rily, but to-handſome men, The pleaſure 
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ſhe took in the company of Mr. Fitz- 
patrick, Mr. Hare, and Lord George 
Gordon, is a proof to the contrary ; for 
to theſe gentlemen, ſhe was particularly 

civil, and when they omitted to call 

upon her for ſome time, has taken pains 
to ſee them; by going to public places | 
on purpoſe. Captain Crawford aſked her 
when ſhe had ſeen Captain Fawkner, 
but ſaid no more reſpecting him, his 
buſineſs being to introduce himſelf to 
her favour; and he uſed all the lan- 
guage, and thoſe fond arguments which 
men in love uſe to captivate their miſ- 
treſſes. She ſat ſilent till he had done, 
and then, thus addreſſed him. I pre- 
6c ſume, ſir, you have been inſtructed by 
6e your friend, how to proceed with me; 
« for 
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„ for the language you have adopted, 
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as that of Captain Fawkner' 8, and 


calls for the ſame anſwer.” 4 Far be 


it from me, madam,” replied he, © ; to 
uſe any man's language 1 my own. 
I have not lived till this time, to need 
inſtructions to convey my real ſenti- 
ments. The heart naturally ſpeaks. 
for itſelf.— Till now I have been con- 
tented in my ſituation; but, ſince IL 


% have beheld your lovely perſon, and: 


66 
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cc 


your charms, I have wiſhed myſelf a 
monarch for your ſake,” © And, 
I doubt not,” ſaid Mrs. Baddeley, 


laughing, for your own,” He told 


her it was no laughing matter, for his 
feelings would not admit of trifling. 


= 75 


Certainly not,” ſaid ſhe, 5 I do not 
„„ mean. 
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4 mean to trifle with them, but to tell 


4 you ſerioufly what I think. I have 


* tet you run on, (for he had ſaid * 


thouſand fulſome things to her before 
ſhe interrupted him,) to fee how far 
6c your folly would carry yon. Can you 
«« ſuppoſe, fir, that I will attend to an 
"6c 
* man you meet ? And do you think me 
7 
© every one who may pleaſe to compli- 


bc 


CC 


think ſo, you think wrong. As Mr. 
Fawkner's friend, I ſhall be glad to 
ſee you at any time; but, to talk to 
me in the manner you have now, I 


cc 
00 

cc 
cc 


ſhall ever confider as impertinent. 
0 


* 


* you 5 
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ment me as you have done? If you 


Talk not therefore of trifling; I give 


— 
. 
18 
41 
f 
17 
0 
4 
w 
oh | 
F iL 
. 
. 
= 
9 
8 
2 
b = 
8: 
3h 
FS 
"= 
* 
% 


% 

* 
4 
1 


"-.; 4 
© 3 
3 

nw 


9 1 


108 THE MEMOIRS or 


& you my honour, you never ſhall be 
« trifled with by me ; for, I will always 
ce ſpeak my mind to you, as I have at 
10 preſent.” He ſeemed much burt, and 
aſked her, if ſhe took a pleaſure in ridi- 
: culing her admirers? * Yes,” ſhe re- 
polied, © when my admirers act with im- 
de propriety, as you have done $ for 
ce though I acknowledge my impru- 
C dence, in ſome reſpeQs; I have always 
conducted myſelf ſo, in the company 
4 of thoſe with whom I am acquainted, 
© as not to warrant ſuch unbecoming be- 
4 havour from any gentleman. I am, 
* like many others of my ſex, not without 
« my attachment, and where my faith 


“ is pledged; and therefore I expect, 
ie after this candid declaration, that you 
5 ; ce will 
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cc will never trouble me on this head 


«© again.“ He begged her pardon, for 


any thing that might eſcape him, to 


give offence; yet, let her be as angry 


as ſhe would, he muſt and would love 


her through life ; but, if poſſible, he 
would obey her commands; and not 


offend again in the fame way, though 


the taſk would be difficult. He hoped, 
therefore, ſhe would claſs him among 
her friends, and permit him occaſionally 


to pay his reſpects to her. She replied, 
ſhe ſhould be happy to ſee him, as ſhe 


did her other friends, when they were 
pleaſed to honour her with their oc- 
cafional viſits, 


Vol. IV. K When 
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When Captain Crawford left her, ſhe 
told me, ſhe was certain Mr. Fawkner 
had fet him on, to ſee if he could pre- 
vail with her, to liſten to entreaties of a 
fimilar nature with his own; ſo that 
he might report the reception he met 
with, which ſhe ſuppoſed he was gone to 
do. I begin now,“ added ſhe, © to be 

cc ſorry for what I ſaid to, and promiſed, 
” Mr. Gill; for ſuch is my diſpoſition, 
175 that, like a child, I am fond of new 
41 faces, and ſoon tired of them. The 


ce young gentleman, I believe, loves me 
& to adoration, but I will not be his 
«© wife notwithſtanding ; nor will I be 


&« the wife of any man: for I can never 
« ſubmit to the control of a huſband, 
« or put it in his power to ſay I have 

« been 


Mas. SopHIA BADDELEY. LI. 


** been imprudent in life. I value and 


__ 


6 
46 


« Steele, you will call me whimfical and 


« capricious; I own I am fo, and would 


« have married him, when firſt I ſaw 


* him, had I been at liberty: but my 
© mind is now totally altered, and I 
4e ſhall think no more of it. You ſe 
„ what a ehangeling I am.” 0 Yes, 


returned I, “ ſee it well enough, and 
« knew it would come to this; hows. 


« ever, I am not ſorry for it. It may 
cc 


E 


ter, as it takes place without my ad- 

« vice.” * If,” replied ſhe, * I could 
« give my hand for life to any man, I 
% would ta. him ;, for I love and eſteem 


K 2 © him. 


eſteem Mr. Gill; but I am reſolved. 


not to marry him. I know, my dear 


be a wiſe determination, and the bet- 


= < 
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6 him | more than any man on earth; I 
4 ſhall therefore break with him by de- 


„ grees, as I would not hurt him.” 


Lord Melbourne came this evening ; 
and whilft he was with us, came Sir 
Francis Molineux, Uſher of the Black 
Rod, who fat an hour with me, and was 
ſorry he found Mrs. Baddeley engaged. 
This gentleman had no ſooner left us, 
than the houſe was diſturbed, by a noiſe 
below, among the ſervants. One of the 
maids, having opened the two- pair- of- 
ſtairs window, and thrown out one of the 
cats, whom ſhe found lying upon her 
cap, the footman, knowing how fond 


his miſtreſs was of cats, quarrelled with 


her, and put her all along upon the 
kitchen 
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kitchen fire. The girl was not much 


hurt, except burning of her cloaths, but 


ſhe was frightened into: ſuch ſtrong fits, 


that it required three to hold:her;; and I 


was obliged to ſend for the apothecary, 


to get her out of them It was at laſt 


effected, but they returned, and conti 


nued with her near three hours. Had 


Mrs. Baddeley known it, ſhe: would: 


have diſcharged: the maid ; but, as 11 
thought the man was equally, if not 


more cruel, I adviſed them to be friends, 


and the quarrel was made up. His 
| Lordſhip ſtaid till one in the morning, 


and then went away.. 
5 "I 


When he. was gone, Mrs, Baddeley 
told me, ſhe had ſuch things to acquaint 
1 3 
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me with, as would ſurpriſe me; that 
his Lordſhip had ſaid, he had laid out 
ſuch large ſums of money, upon his 
houſe and other things, that he found 
himſelf pinched ; for though his fortune 
was large, his ready money was nearly 
exhauſted; of courſe, he ſhould not be 
able to advance her money, to diſcharge 
her debts for ſome little time; but, that 
he would take particular care ſhe ſhould 
have plenty for her immediate occa- 
fions; and that ſhortly, he would not 
only pay all ſhe owed, but would diſ- 
charge her debt to me too. I aſked 
her why ſhe had not told him of Mr. 
P ? ſhe replied, ſhe had, and that his 
Lordſhip was well pleaſed with it; and 
— it happened fortunately, as it would 
keep 
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keep things to rights, till ſuch time as 


he could do as he wifhed; and ſaid, the 


next time he came, he would bring her 

ſome money. She ſaid, his Lordſhip 

told her, that ſince he came of age, he 

had expended upwards of two hundred 
thouſand pounds in neat caſh. 


1 replied, © Then you muſt be frugal, 


* and live within bounds, and all will 
© be well; for, I ſuppoſe his Lordſhip 
will take care, in a little time, to diſ- 


* incumber you.“ She ſaid, ſhe had no . 
doubt of it, and would follow | my 


ies. 


There was ſcarce: a day paſſed, but 
ſomething new occurred. This morn- 
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0 ing came three men to the door, that 
played on different inſtrumenits.. One 
of. them. was a: young man, about twenty 
years of age, who ſung ſweetly. Mrs. 
Baddeley was ſo: ſtruck with his figure, 
his voice, and manner, that ſhe ordered 
them into the houſe, and bade her ſer- 


vaoants give them ſomething to eat; they 


were taken into: the back-parlour, and 

fed; and afterwards. Mrs. Baddeley went 
to them, and they continued playing 
and ſinging three hours; and every ſong 
the young man ſung, drew from her 
freſh applauſe. When ſhe meant to diſ. 
miſs them, ſhe aſked me what ſhe ſhould 
give them; I told her three ſhillings. 

would be enough, but if the thought 
not, ſhe might give them five.. She 
„ 5 ſäaid 
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ſaid, five ſhillings, in her opinion, would 


not ſatisfy them; but, as I had no more 


filver, ſhe took it, and gave it to the 


young man, who bowed gracefully, and 


ſaid he was much obliged to her. As 
they were going away, the young man 
ſtopped to let his comrades go on, and 


when they were gone, he returned into 


the room, begged Mrs. Baddeley's par- 


don for the liberty; but ſaid, the men 
were already paid, and as he was ſuffi- 


ciently rewarded by the honour of ſings 
ing to her, he begged leave to return 
the five ſhillings ſhe kindly gave him. 
Mrs. Baddeley refaiſed_to take it back, 
and he then gave it to her ſervant. We 


looked at the young man, with amaze- 
ment, and did not know what to make 
CO 
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of him; he ſeemed to have the manner 
of a gentleman; and, on leaving her, 
begged her permiſſion to come again: 
ſhe took his addreſs, and ſaid, he might 
depend on her ſending for him at ſome 
other time, but not on the ſame terms; 
for, unleſs he would permit her to pay 


him, ſhe would not think of it: he 


bowed and went. Mrs, Baddeley was of 
opinion he had been well educated, and 
being reduced, hired theſe men to go 
about with him; and, that he gave John 
the money, not thinking himſelf ſuffi- 
ciently paid for the time he was detain- 
ed. John, our ſervant, ſaid he was no 


ſtreet - ſinger; for, whilſt he was at break- 
faſt, he tied up his ſtockings, and he ob- 
ſerved that he had fine filk garters, and 

: White 
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white ſilk ſtockings, under his worſted 
ones; and, he was ſure it was ſome fro- 
lick. I aſked him why he did not men- 
tion this to us before; his anſwer was, 
he did not think of it. Beſides, ma- 
« dam,” added John, © under his old 
« waiſtcoat, he had a fine ſhirt, and 'twas 
&« as white as ſnow.” Theſe circum- 
ſtances led us to ſend where he gave us 
the direction, in order to learn who he 
was; but we were diſappointed, for no 
ſuch perſon lived in that place, nor did 
they evür hear of ſuch a one. This 
oonfitmed John's ſuppoſitions, and we 
never heard any thing of him, till we 
went to a maſked ball at the Pantheon, 
ſome time after; where we found him 

in nearly the ſame dreſs he had on at 
our 
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our houſe, and with the ſame inſtru- 
ments, on which he played; and ſung 
many of the ſame ſongs we heard be- 
fore. We took all the pains we could 
to find him out, but was not able, nor 


did we ever. 


No ſooner were theſe men gone, on 
the day I mentioned, but we had a 
morning vifit from the Duke of Man- 
cheſter, whom Mrs. Baddeley received; 
he called with a trifling favour which ſhe 
aſked him for, and ſtaid but. a ſhort 
time. As the door was opened for the 
Duke of Mancheſter, Mr. John Han- 
ger entered it, without ceremony, and 
came into the parlour where we were 
fitting ; he ſaid, he RI run in, to aſk 
Mrs. 


Mrs. Baddeley how ſhe did, and ſeated 


Py 
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himſelf by her; and, on her making no 


anſwer, he enquired the reaſon. She 
looked angry at him, and ſaid, ſhe did 


cc 
ce 
cc 
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not approve of ſuch liberties, entering 
the houſe in the manner he did. There 
6 


was a time, replied he, when I 
might do this without offence,” — 
Yes,” returned ſhe, © and pretty re- 


turns you made me.” «© My dear 
Baddeley,” cried he, © upbraid me 
no more with my miſconduct ;-I 
cannot live, unleſs you love me. 
Love you?” returned ſhe, “ I once 
loved you, 'tis true, and to my ſor- 


row ; but I never will be that fool 
again,” © How ſhall I make you 
amends,” faid he,“ for what is paſt 


Vol. IV. . « Will! 
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« Will you do it,” replied ſhe, « if 1 
« tell you „ will,“ ſaid he, CE if 
eit is in my power.“ — Then, take 


L 


« notice,” retorted ſhe, riſing from her 
ſeat, with her heart full of reſentment— 
yet feeling a little of her old affe@ion, 
the pauſed, and ſaid, © I have a favour 
* to beg of you, which, by granting, 
cc you will confer on me a laſting obti- 
<« pation.” Be what it would, he affur- 
ed her, he would grant it.“ How- 
cc ever hard then my conditions may be 
“ deemed,” returned ſhe, © they are, 
% that you will never come into any 


* houſe where J am, take notice of 5 


0 me in public, or even write to me 


4e again; I am now happily ſituated, 
# and have reſolved never to receive 


cc more 
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« more of your viſits.” * This ſen- 
«© tence,” ſaid Mr. Hanger, my dear 
1 Baddeley, is ſo ſevere, that I cannot 
« comply with it. 1 will give up my 
* life firſt; and, as to Lord Mel- 
« bourne, d—m him, he had better 
mind his wife at home, than put him- 
4 ſelf in the way of my happineſs; and; 
4 J am determined, one day or other, 


& to make him anſwer to me for it. 
©. Don't talk fo idly, young man,” ſaid 
Mrs. Baddeley ; “you know not who is 
© the cauſe of it; therefore, ſtifle your 
ee reſentment till you meet with the 
right perſon.—“ I would to God,” 
ſaid Mr. Hanger, I knew who it was: 
„Lord Melbourne, I know, is a con- 
« ſtaut viſitor at this houſe,” —I could 

| "Ls not 
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not hold my tem per, or tongue any lon- 
ger, and ſaid, What is it to you, Sir, 
« who viſits us? Tour viſits, I muſt 
< tell you again, are exceedingly diſa- 
«« greeable ; and, I muſt requeſt you 
« will come here no more.” It fig- 
« nifies little, madam,” ſaid he to me, 
1 what you ſay; for let Mrs, Baddeley 
„ be where ſhe will, I muſt and will 
d ſee her, as 1 have often ſaid, even at 
« the riſk of my life.” — Pray, Sir, 
faid Mrs. Baddeley, taking up the cauſe 
again, © let me have no rudeneſs to 
« Mrs. Steele. She is the beſt friend 1 
£4 have, and affronting her, is affront- 
e ing me. She has my intereſt too 
© much at heart to ſee me the dupe of 
* any man, I have had time for re- 
=. ce flection, 
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« flection, and your paſt conduct makes 
c me ſhudder. Have you not often 
« beat me in my bed, till my ſhoulders. - 
« and arms have been black for a 
© month? And did your cruelty end 
« here? No; when I took the liberty 
e to give you ſome advice, which you 
then ſtood much in need of; did you 
—But I will not repeat it. 
The more I think of it, the more I 


LY 


not 


S N 8 8 


deſpiſe you! 


5 This 3 of her's I knew to be 2 
fact; he has often beat her in ſuch a 
manner, that I have ſeen his cruel 
marks, and have wept. over them. — 
Many of her friends, now living, will 
W the ſame; and I would have 
GT >, IL. 3 * 
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horſe-whipped him for it, if ſhe had 
not prevented me. He heard her out 
with patience; and, then told her, he 
acknowledged his ill behaviour, and was 
ready to atone for all his paſt faults, 
and, therefore, ought to be forgiven; 
that ſhe was ſtill dear to him; that, life 
without her, would be a burthen, and, 
that he ſhould go diſtracted. I gave 
her a wink to. go out of the room, which 
ſhe did, ſaying, ſhe muſt go and dreſs; 
being engaged to go out, So, good: 
morning to you,” She left him; he 
tried to bring her back, with all the 
endearing words he was maſter of, but, 
to no purpoſe; he then bit his nails, 
and walked about the rooni like one 
crazed : he would. have talked, but, L 
* leaving. 


5 
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leaving him with the ſame pretence, he 
thought proper to leave the houſe; 
faying, as he went, he ſhould be with us 
again the next day. I went up to her, 
and found her in great agitation, crying 
out, ſhe was miſerable, and apprehen- 
five, from his revengeful looks, that he 
would do her a miſchief. She wiſhed 
earneſtly, that ſhe had never ſeen him, 
for, that her health was not what it was 
| before ſhe ſwallowed the poiſon ; and, 
that the fear of him diſturbed her daily. 
She gave all her ſervants orders never 
to admit him, ſaying, ſhe would diſ- 
charge the firſt who did; and, they all 
promiſing to obey her directions, ſhe 
grew more eaſy. | 1 


— 


hen 
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When Lord Melbourne came, which 
he did that evening, at eleven, ſaying, 
he had been at the play with his dear 

Betſy i (for he has often declared he 
fcarce knew which he loved the beft, his 
wife, or Mrs. Baddeley) ! ſay, when his 
Lordſhip came, the told him, Mr. 
Hanger had been with her, and how 
the had treated him; for, ſhe thought it 
deſt to mention it herſelf, leſt he ſhould: 
bear it frome ſome other quarter, and be 
diſpleaſed. Lord Melbourne acknow- 

Jedged himſelf much obliged to her for 
this information, which put him at his 
eaſe ; for, he aſſured her, Mr. Hanger 
had, one day at Almack's, told Lord: 
Stanley, now Earl of Derby, in bis 
| hearing, that Mrs. Baddeley was as 
x „„ band- 
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handſome as an angel; that, he had 


been at romps with her all the morning, 
and he was as happy as a prince. And 
when Mrs. Baddeley told him the orders 


ſhe had given, not to admit him again, 


he gave her twenty kiſſes, and bleſſed 
her ſweet face. He brought her no 
money, however, but ſaid he would the 
next day. 2 8 | 


She obſerved to me, when Lord 
Melbourne was gone, that Hanger had 
aid this in his Lordſhip's hearing, to 
create uneaſineſs and words between hin 
and her, and called him a villain for ſo 
doing; and, told me, ſhe never ſhould 
forget his wicked intentions. Dr. Arne 


now came in to giver | her a leſſon, and he 
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was followed ſoon after by Mr. Damer, 
who was ſo pleaſed with Mrs. Badde- 
ley's perfortnances, that he thought pro- 
per to reward her maſter, by a hand- 
ful of gold. Both he and Doctor Arne 
ſupped with us; and, the Doctor liking 
the wine, Mrs. Baddeley ordered the 
ſeat of his carriage to be filled with it, 
unknown to him. Mr. Damer enter- 
tained us with the converſation he had 
with our maid, when we were in the 
country, under the name of Scott, the 
mercer; he told her, he had been. a 
hundred times after his money, and 
pretended to be d—n'd angry; the girl 
begged his pardon for diſbelieving him, 
and ſaid, that her miſtreſs never ſuffered 
a perſon to call twice, if ſhe knew it; 
that 
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that ſhe had lived with her two years, 
and never heard ſuch a thing of her be- 
fore. She ſaid, if he called when the 
Jadies were at home, he would have his 
money, (thumping her hand upon the 
table, with violence,) and it was as ſure 
as the Bank of England ; For, thank 
“God, we have no duns here.” © In 
“ ſhort,” ſaid he, I had a long chat 
9 with the woman, and gave her a ſhil- 
ling at parting; as, ſhe promiſed to 
*. ſtahd my friend, and get me my money 


« as ſoon as you came to town.“ 


cc 


We were. no ſooner alone, than our 


ſervant, John, came into the parlour, 


and requeſted we would-give him a pa- 


tient hearing, and not be angry with | 
l - him. 
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him. We bede him (peak freely, and 
he began with ſaying, he was mightily 
in love with Mrs. Bridget, Madam's 
waiting maid, meaning Mrs. Baddeley's; 
and, he never could be happy, unleſs 
he could have our conſent to marry 
her, for ſhe was the woman of his heart, 
and he could not live without her. 
« And how do you propoſe,” ſaid Mrs, 
Baddeley, © to maintain her?? By his 
induſtry, he ſaid, and her ſervice.— 
© What then,” returned ſhe, « you 
cc mean to continue with me?” If 
« you will give us leave, that is our de- 


„ fign; and ſhe ſhall wait on you as ſhe 


« does at preſeat. 1 hope, therefore, 
« you will conſent to our marriage. 
But I muſt firſt know, faid Mrs. 


Baddeley - 


Mas, Sor HA BADDBLEY, 133 


Baddeley, © whether ſhe is diſpoſed to 


te have you.“ He replied, ſhe was, and i 
if ſhe would permit him, he would ſend _ F 4 
' 


. her into the-parlour. She was accord- 


ingly ſent for; and, on being aſked if i 
ſhe had any love for John, ſhe anſwered " 
in the affirmative, © Why, what aſly _ | i 


“ wench you are,” ſaid her miſtreſs ;. 


„ and do you wiſh to marry him?” 
She replied, yes; and ſhould not be 
happy unleſs ſhe did. | % Well, then,” 
| faid Mrs. Baddeley, * you ſhall not 
want my conſent; and, if Mrs, 
* Steele will give you furniture for a 
«6 room, I will do all the reſt, and give 
*© you, a wedding-dinner ; ſo, you may ; 


“ marry. as ſoon as you pleaſe.” She 


curteſyed, and went away happy, to + I 
e014 1V. M | | ac- 80 
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acquaint John with what we had ſaid. 

The wedding was ſoon ſolemnized. I 
f gave them the complete furniture of one 
room; and, on the day of marriage, they 
and their fellow-ſervants had a good 
dinner, at our expence, uninterrupted; 
with as much wine, rum and brandy, 
as they could drink. She lived with us 
till ſhe was ready to lie in, and then ſhe 
left us. But ſhe always found a friend 
in Mrs. Baddeley, who was liberal to 


a fault; for ſhe was ſeldom well, and 


Mrs. Baddeley paid a great deal of mo- 
ney for phyficians, apothecaries, and 


= nurſes, to attend her; but, like moſt 


low-bred people, her huſband, from 
growing ungrateful, grew impertinent, | 
| and we got rid of him too. | 

| She 
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© She now ordered the coach to go to 
her milliner's ; andythough I went with 
her, to prevent any extravagance taking 
place, ſhe found means to lay out thirty 
pounds for gauze and blonds ; and, paſſ- 
ing by Mr. King's, the mercer, would 
go in to-ſee what new French ſilks he 
had; he produced many ; and, on her 
ſaying, ſhe could not afford to buy any, 
ke ſaid he would make her a preſent of 
what ſhe wiſhed; or, he would give her 
feven years credit.; for, Mrs. Baddeley 
was a favourite of his, and he no leſs 
fo of Mrs. Baddeley. In ſhort, be- 
tween them, ſhe brought away no 
dreſſes, one at eighteen ſhillings a yard, 
and the other at a guinea.. Going home,, 


our horſes became unruly, and we were 
+ Ms: obliged: 
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eblined - to alight ; and, as a walked 
through 'Coventry-ſtreet, were over- 
taken by Sir Cecil Biſhop.” When we 
came to the great china- ſhop there, ſhe 
went in and purchaſed as much china 

as came to thirteen pounds nine ſhil- 
| lings, which Sir Cecil, with great gal- 
lantry, infiſted on paying for; and, as 

our coach followed us, we got in, and 
Sir Cecil politely took his leave.— 
This,“ faid Mrs, Baddeley, is the 
* conſequence of going abroad; had I 
ce ſtaid at home, I ſhould not have had 
« this china,” * True,” ſaid I, « but 
« had you ſtaid at home, you would 
© not have been ſeventy pounds more 
in debt than you was yeſterday.” On 
 ourreturn home, we found Lord Har-' 


'rington 
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rington had called, and our man not be- 


ing with us, the maid opened the door; 
his Lordſhip gave her half a guinea, and 


begged ſhe would not fail to tell her 


miſtreſs, that he would be there again 


in two hours; having made a little pur- 


chaſe, which he ſhould beg her accep- 
tance of. Mrs. Baddeley determined,, 
therefore, to ſee him, to take, as ſhe- 


did from Lord Falmouth, what he had. 


to preſent her with; and, meaning that 
this viſit ſhould: be his laſt. He pre- 
ſently came, and faid, a bauble had 
firuck his fancy as he paffed St. James's- 
ſtreet, which he begged: ſhe would do. 
him the honour to accept, and wear in- 


remembrance of him. This was a beau- 


tiful diamond boop- ring, fet in a as 
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liar manner, that added to it's brilliancy; 
he requeſted permiſſion to put it on, 
and placed it on the fourth finger of her 
left hand; ſaying, he wiſhed himſelf 
and her ſo circumſtanced in life, that 
he could put it on in an honourable 
way; but, as fate put a bar between 
them, he could only aſſure her, that 
he preſented it with as much ſince- 
rity, and put it on her ſinger with more 
jove and affection, than he did Lady 
Harrington's, on his wedding- day. She 
could not but thank him for his gentee! 
mode of making her a preſent, which 
| the much admired; but, thought him 


no way juſtifiable in making ſuch decla- 


rations, whilſt ſo amiable a lady, as he. 
had, was living. My friends, my: | 
= LL « Lord, 


6 
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6 Lord,” ſaid ſhe, © ſeem to have taken 
© up a wrong opinion of me; I am not 


cc ;nſenfible of my indiſcretions, and FE? 


& bluſh to own them; but, I am not 


& conſcious there is any thing i in my 
& conduct that will juſtify attempts on 
ce my fidelity. Though the law forbids 
«© me to marry, I have a friend, to 
ct whom I owe infinite obligations, who 


cc indulges me in every thing my heart: 


« can wiſh, and to whom a breach of 
« faith would be unpardonable. He, 


0 like a real gentleman, does not de- 


c prive me of the pleaſure of ſeeing my. 
ce friends; and, under this predicament, | 


e were I to ſee them in any other light 
* than as friends, it would be the height 


_s ſhip 


of ingratitude. - 8 your Lords: 
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«© ſhip thinks proper to confider me in 
% that light, I ſhall be proud of the 
ec honour of your company, whenever 


it may be agreeable to you; but, to 


ee admit of your viſits in any other cha- 
40 racter, will be doing an injury to 
« your Lordſhip, to myſelf, and to 
« many.” Lord Harrington, with all 

the ſenſibility of a generous mind, eom- 
mended her; ſaid, be had attended to 
her with pleafure ; that her ſentiments: 
were noble, and did her great honour, 

and that he ſhould: value her for them: 
aud he bad only te lament, that he 
was not that happy man, that was nearer 
to her perſon; for, though his perſon: 
2nd age gave Nm no right to claim the 
— of fa. beautiful and amiable 


Aa. Woman: 
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2 woman as her, yet, as various things 


occurred in life, that might give a turn 


to her ſentiments and ſituations; he 


| hoped, as ſhe might ever command both 
him and his tortune, let that turn take 
place when it would, ſhe would beſtow 
1 favourable thought upon. Bum. 


ny 


When his Lordſhip was gone, ſhe ad- 


mired his preſent, ſaid ſhe wanted ſuch. 
a- ring, and aſked me if I thought ſhe- 


acted right; ſaying, ſhe was determined 
to act ſo, by every married man that ad- 


dreſſed her; and was unhappy at Lord 


Melbourne's being married; more on ac- 
count of his Lady than herſelf ; for, 


whenever he was with her, it took off 
all the pleaſure ſhe would otherwiſe 


have 
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have in his company; but,” ſaid ſhe, 
de the misfortune is, I am ſo deep in 
« the mire, that I ſtick faſt.” I then 
took the opportunity to try again, if 1 
could not draw-her into a more honeſt 
_ courſe of life; and even offered her, on 
conditions the would return to, and live 
by, her profeſſion, to give her a full diſ- 
charge from any demands I had upan - 
her ; and would endeavour, if ſhe diſ- 
- liked a public life, to ſet her up in ſome 
buſineſs that might ſupport her in cre- 
dit. As to the ſtage, the ſaid, it was 
ſo much her deteſtation, that ſhe would 
fooner meet her death, than engage on 
it again; and as to buſineſs, the was to- 
tally unfit for it. In ſhort, ſhe could 
not think of altering her fituation, bad: 
as 
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as it was, till ſhe could not help it; ſhe 
now was happy in her circumſtances, and 
would endeavour to continue ſo. 


There was now to be a Ridotto at 
the Opera-houſe, and the ladies were 
to appear in fancied dreſſes, without 
maſks; we, therefore, began to prepare 
for it; and ſhe reſolved to make up the 
filk ſhe bought that day of Mr. King, 
for that purpoſe ; and an elegant dreſs 
was made of it. It was a lilac- ground, 
with beautiful flowers ſcattered down 
it. The ſleeves were puckered gauze, 
worn with a veil, richly trimmed with 
point-lace, which flowed in a manner 
that conſiderably added to it's beauty. 
The houſe was crowded with perſons of 

| the 
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the firſt EY and the ladies ſ pared no ex» 
pence to vie with each other in ſplendor 
of appearance; but yet I. muſt ſay, no 
dreſs pleaſed me ſo much as Mrs. Bad- 
deley's; nor was any ſo much admired. 
Lord and Lady Melbourne were there, 


arm, in arm, and walked together the 


whole evening ; but his Lordſhip did 
not omit to give Mrs. Baddeley many 
pleaſant looks; and even Lady Mel- 
| bourne beſtowed a ſmile upon her. We 
ſtaid till five in the morning; and were 
| handed to our coach by Mr. — 
and Lord Clanbraztl, | 


On our return home, Mrs, Baddeley 
found herſelf not well; and, conceived, 
for the firſt time in her life, ſhe was in 

5 the 


— —b— — — 
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the way of many a married woman; but, 


wiſhed it might be kept a ſecret, tif 


Lord Melbourne found it out himſelf; 


but this never happened; for, owing to 


a fright in loſing a favourite cat, which 
ſhe had fome reaſon to think was killed 
by a dog, ſhe was taken ill, and miſ- 


carried. But we contrived it fo, chat 


no one knew it. It confined her to the 
houſe a fortnight. During this time ſhe 
took an opportunity, by means of a 
friend, to give Mr. Gill to underſtand, 
(which he was to break to him by de- 
grees, ) that ſhe had totally altered her 
mind about marrying; that, if ſhe 
gave her hand to any one, it ſhould be 
to him; yet, according to her preſent 


way of thinking, ſhe would diſpoſe of it 
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to no one. During this ilineſs, Lord 
Melbourne was frequently with her, but 
never ſtaid long; he told her, among 
other things, that his dear Betſy admired 
her dreſs at the Ridotto, and ſaid many 
civil things of her; and he could 
have kiſſed her dear feet for it. She 
replied, that her Ladyſhip's attention to 
her was more than ſhe deſerved; but 
the fault was not her's; the blame reſted 
with his Lordſhip.—“ Yes,” returned 
. | 
2 46 . on, blame on, and be forgiven; 

<c And, by repentance, make a holiday in 


Heaven: 


No more of this Hete, Mrs. Steele, 
e is ſomething to pay the doctor.“ 1 
took it, and offered it to Mrs. Baddeley. 

„ "Wmo 


— 
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who bade me put it in my pocket. W hen 
he was gone, we looked at the money, 
and found it to be two hundred pounds. 
I told her this would help ; not much, 
ſhe ſaid, for it was time Mr. P. had 
ſome more money. Mr. P. came in 
the evening, and I gave him this mo- 

ney, and took his receipt, He ſaid 
if 1 wanted it, I might keep it, in 


part of the four hundred pounds 1 


lent him, bur that it came in good 
time, for he had many calls upon him; 
I declined it; therefore, he put it in his 
pocket, Mrs. Baddeley ſent for him 


up-ſtairs, was very laviſh in her com- 


pliments to him, and thanks; and beg- 
zed him to put her in a way how ſhe 


might be of ſervice to him, in return ; 
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that ſhe might ſhew her gratitude other. 
wiſe than by words, He replied, that the 
pleaſure of being of uſe to her and me, 
was an ample recompence, and that he had 
no view in what he did but to ſerve us. 
. Whe he was gone, Mrs. Baddeley 
: ſaid, ſhe was ſure that Mr. P. was in 
love with me ; and that all his ſervices 
fo her was on that ſcore; that the had 
obſerved him evety-time-he came, and 
that his eyes wefe riveted' on me, and 
bade me remark her words; for I ſhould 
ſoon know it; and though I ſmiled at 
the aſſertion, yet I determined never to 
| ſee him more, but in the preſence of a 
third e — he * have no 

| opportunity 
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opportunity, if it was fo, of declaring 


- 


himſelf. 


Nothing occurred, in the courſe of her 


illneſs, worth notice, (as the knocker 


was muffled, and ſhe was denied to 


every one but Lord Melbourne) ex- 


cept a circumitance reſpecting Mr. Dib- 


den, of Drury-lane Theatre; which, 


N it does him little credit, I ſhall 


relate, to ſhew the unthankfulneſs of the 
world, and what little encouragement 
there is to do any one a good office. 
He is now living; and I dare him to 


contradict it. He had been under ob- 
ligations to Mrs. Baddeley before, but 


came now to requeſt the loan of twenty 
pounds. Having given Mr. P. all we 
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had to ſpare, the found herſelf obliged 
to tell him, that ſhe was not at that mo- 
ment miſtreſs of ſuch a ſum, or ſhe 


wouldlend it him with pleafure. He then 
ſaid, he was undone, for he had an exe- 
cution in his. houſe; and if he did not 


pay the money that day, all would be 
carried off and ſold. He aſked her if 


the would accept a draft for him, at ſix 


weeks; faying, he mould be in caſh at 
that time, and would -take it: up him- 


felf. - She ſaid; ſhe had never done ſuch 
A thing; but, if it would ſerve him, on 


condition that he would keep his word, 
and pay it when due, ſhe would ſo far 
| oblige him; but that he muſt not diſ- 


appoint her, as ſhe had ſo many debts 


of her own to pay, that ſhe could nor 


think 


/ 


Mus. Sor nia BaDDELEY. 158 


think of taking up that bill. He pro- 


miſed he would provide for it; drew 


the bill, and ſhe accepted it. He paſſed 
this draft away; it became due, without 


Mr. Dibden's taking any notice of it, or 


even calling upon or ſending to us 
upon the ſubject. Of courſe it was 
brought to our houſe for payment. I 
told the bringer, Mr. Griffiths, who 
kept the Two Brewers, in Brewery 
ſtreet, that Mrs. Baddeley was out of 
town, and that I could ſay- nothing-to 


it, Mr, Dibden having only. borrowed | 
her acceptance, and promiſed to honour 


che draft himſelf. He aſked/when the 


would be in town; Iſaid in fourteen days. 


He then replied, he would wait that four- 
teen days with pleaſure if I would indorſe 


. „ LL ; 3 
SS od - » # 
* 


2 
"of 
& 
- 
2 
% 
* 
c 
9 


| 
| 
k 
; 


. 
nnn n TAL 
Ry * 


— — —— wats 
oo — — — 5 2 * aL tv 


= — — el eee a ed 
— — _ 


{ 
W 
14 Fl 
. 1 
3 
mm 
\ 128 
4 
17 
148 
1 
[1 
., 
"1 
P 
+47. 
' 
14 
= 
} 1 
0 
4 
! ) 
I , 
1, ; 
9 
j 
7 1 
19 
1 i 
2. 
* 
1 
5 
_ 
: 
=. 
: 
, 
3 
: 
1 
1 
U F 
T3 
. 
133 
i | 
j : 
_ 
L £1 
. il 
. 
TE 1 
1 
5 
1 
1 
its 
'F 
1 
, 1 
3 
4 
1 
1 
? 
me : - 
1 
7 
1 
1 
£ 
= 
1 
"> 
is 
13 
' 
{7 
1 
1 
12 { 
1 
433 
": 
Mt 
11 
Ez 
in 
17 
Fi G 
: : 
: 
* 
5 
ET 
F 
171 
14 
11 


152 Tus Memoiss or 


it, but not elſe; and, that in the courſe 
of that time, I might find Mr. Dibden, 
and get it paid. As Mrs. Baddeley had 
accepted the bill, I thought my name 
of little eonſequence, and accordingly 
indorſed it. About three hours after- 
wards, as I was going down the ſteps 
from my door, a well-drefled man ac- 
coſted me; faid, he had ſome bufineſs 
with me, and wiſhed me to return into 
the houſe, and he would then acquaint 
me with it. I objected to this, and 
| begged! he would tell me his buſineſs 
there ; he replied, he had a writ againſt 
me, but did not with any one to know 
it; and therefore, begged me to return 
within the houſe, This alarmed me, 
and we went in. He then told me, it 
"x 1 r. 
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was a trick that had been played me; 


and that it was for the twenty-pound 


draft I had that day indorſed. He faid, 


his name was Steele, that he was a She- 
riff's Officer, and lived in King-ſtreet, 


Weſtminſter; and added, that, he faw 


thevillany of the proceeding, and would 


ſhew me all the indulgence he could. 


Name your time, Madam,” ſaid he; 
s bail it, or pay it, it is the ſame, and 


* I will go immediately.” I thanked 
him, gave him a guinea for his civility, 
faid, I would adviſe with ſome. friend 
on the occaſion, and begged him to call 
the next day. I applied to an Attorney, 
who adviſed me to bail it, and ſtand 
trial; and, as I was married woman, 


he would plead my coverture, and make 
CN ä 
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them pay the coſts, for their villany. 


« Send the officer to me, Madam,” ſaid 
he, and I will undertake for you.” I 
{ent for the officer, and he told me there 


were ſome diſagreeable circumſtances 


attending it, which I was not apprized of. 


« There is a name,” ſaid he,“ on the bill, 
« and the perſon does not exiſt, and 
c ſhould you bail it, it will enrage Grif- 
« fiths, and perhaps lead him to give Mr. 
« Dibden trouble,” I told him, Mr. Dib- 


den was, in my opinion, a very reſpecta- 
ble man, and above committing any im- 
proper action: he replied, he was of the 


ſame opinion, and adviſed, if I had any 
regard for him, to ſend for Griffiths, and 
pay him the money; in which caſe, the _ 
draft would be in my own poſſeſſion, and 

I might 
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I might do what I pleaſed with it. I 
told him, I bad a regard for Mr. Dib- 
den, and his character, and would ſooner 
pay the money than he ſhould have any 
trouble, Griffiths was ſent for, he pro- 
duced the draft, ſeemed unwilling to 
part with it; but I ſnatched it out of 
his hand, paid him the money and the 
coſts, and bid him get out of my houſe. 
He was very impudent, threatened to 
proſecute me; but on the officer's ſaying . 
as I paid the money I had a right to the 
bill, he could not help himſelf. He 
ſwore, however, he would proſecute me; 
but the officer only laughed at him; 
ſaid, he was well matched, and it was 
only trick for trick. 


: When 
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When they were gone, I wrote to 
Mr. Dibden, but could get no anſwer, 
I then went to Chelſea after him ; but 


he was never to be ſeen. Chance how- 


ever threw him in my way, about fix 


weeks afterwards; and, on my aſking 


him why he never called, the pleaded 


buſineſs, and a new picce coming out 


at the theatre that engaged all his 


time. Telling him, that 1 had been ar- 
reſted for his note, and that 1 wiſhed he 


would give me the money, as I paid it 
out of my own pocket; he replied, -he 
was out of caſh; but, on my informing 


him what his friend Griffiths had ſaid 


back of the bill, and that I ſhould not 
have paid it but for his ſake, and to 
8 ſave 


4 


refpecting a falſe indorſement on the 


» 


· 
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ſave him from any diſagreeable conſe- 
quences. He flew in violent paſſion; 
ſwore at me; abuſed me in the groſſeſt 
terms, and declared he would never 
pay me; that he was glad I was ar- 
reſted; Mrs. Baddeley. got her money 
eaſy enough; and it was no great thing, 
if ſhe had paid fo ſmall a ſum for him. 
| I then loſt all patience; told him he 
was an ungratcful fellow; that, had di/- 
tre/s been his excuſe, I ſhould have for, 
given it, pitied him, and would haye 
waited till it had ſuited him to repay | 
me; but, to be ſo abuſed and ſerved, 
for the pains I took to befriend him, 
was the moſt: ungrateful return that I. 
ever met with, and that. I would im- 
mediately fue him for the money. 


Yor. TV. O He 
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He turned upon his heels, faid, T might 
be d—n%Y, and left me; and, to this 


hour, Have 1 never received a TY 
or” it. | 


: 'To come back to the ſtibject of theſe 
memoirs. On our return one day from 
an airing, we were told that a Mr. Pi- 

; pot Had called, and faid, he wiſhed'to 

fee Mrs. Baddeley, on a matter of fome 
Moment, and would call again the next 

day. This was the Captain Pigot whom 
we met with at Windſor; and, conceiv- 
ing he had ſome meſſage to deliver, 
from our friend there, when he came, 


ke was admitted. But his matter of 
moment, was only to tell Mrs. Badde- 
ley, that he had no o peace, night or day, 

ſince 


Mas. SorhIA BADDEIZTr. 139 


fnce he ſaw her; and that he could net 


refrain from embracing the firſt oppor» 


tunity of declaring how much he loved 


ber; and, how unhappy. he ſhould be if 
| ſhe would not admit of his viſits. —She 
only laughed at his folly; ſaid, ſhe could 


not fuppoſe him idle enough to con; | 
ceive, that his viſits would be accepta» 


ble to her, in the light he wiſhed them 
to. be conſidered; and made uſe of the 
| ſame arguments ſhe had: frequently helg 
out to others, in a fimilar predicament, 
But no reaſon could divert him from his 


purpoſe, unleſs ſhe would Promiſe. to 


ſee him when he called. She, with a 
great deal of good ſenſe, told him her 
ſituation made it imprudent in her to 
receive him; and, as her engagements 
O 2 and 
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and atthuſenicury ſeldom left her five 


minutes to ſpare, ſhe could not think of 


| it. But, he was too importunate, to be 


| put off by this ; and ſhe could not other- 
_ wiſe get rid of him, than by aſſuring 
bim, ſhe ſhould be happy to ſee him 
. occaſionally, ameng the reſt of her 
friends; but, if his viſits were too fre- 


quent, be muſt not be diſpleaſed if ſhe 
was ſometimes denied. He dwelt long 
on the painful life he ſnould live; that, 
the world without her, would be hate- 
ful to him, and ſo on; but ſhe would 
liſten to none of it, and was forced t6 
leave him * on a pretence of 
going out. A 


005 Meer 
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After he had left her, Mrs. Baddeley 
ſeemed to expreſs a ſorrow for the young 
man; as it hurt her to give pain to any 


one; but, at the ſame time, ſaid, it was a 


very diſagreeable thing, to be always 
importuned on a ſubject ſhe could 
not attend to.. You. know, my dear 
« Steele,” ſaid ſhe, © it. is out of my 


© power to receive ſuch viſits. as his, 


© and therefore I gave him a proper 


ce anſwer ;. for. he had better feel his diſ- 
«: appointment now, than, after having 


c received ſome encouragement” from 


« me,.to meet with it hereafter. In- 
cc deed,” continued ſhe, © though it is 
e pleaſing to be admired and thought 

c well of; it is to the laſt degree irkſome, 1 
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&« ſation which makes the company of 
& gentlemen ſo agreeable, and to have 
t one's ears filled with declarations of 


e love, and a parcel of nonſenſe, that 


« am not in a ſituation to liſten to. 1 
4! te declare to you, my dear friend, I of- 
| r ten with I was a hermit, and lived in 
[| & a cave unnoticed by the world.” In- 
[ deed, Mrs. Baddeley's romantic turn 
| _ frequently led her to with herſelf in 
ſome ſequeſtered retreat; and ſhe ſeldom, 
when in the country, paſſed a neat cot- 
tage, but ſhe would remark, that it 
looked like a happy place; and fay, ſe 
believed the inhabitants were far more 
at eaſe, than thoſe that walked in a 
more exalted ſphere of life. They know 


no ambition; nor have they a thought 
WI 25 above 
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above their preſent ſituation. But theſe 


reflections ſeldom continued; a few 


hours longer, and nothing was upper- 
moſt but dreſs and preparation, for 
the amuſements of the metropolis;. 


operas, plays, maſquerades, Vauxhall, 


and Ranelagh. Our life was ſuch a 


continued ſcene of buſtle and diffipa-- 
tion, that I wonder how ſhe looked ſo 
well. - Often, in ſummer time, have we 
returned from a place of amuſement, 


at three in the morning; and, without 


going to reſt, have changed our dreſs, - 


| and gone off in our phacton, ten or 
twelve miles to breakfaſt; and have 


kept this up for five or fix days toge- 


ther, without any ſleep. In the morn» 
ing. to an exhibition, or auction; this 


. followed 
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followed by an airing: into: Hyde- park; 
after that, to dreſs, then to the play; 
from thence, before the entertainment 


was over, away to Ranelagh, return 


perhaps at two; and after ſupper and a. 
little chat, the horſes ordered, and to- 
Epſom, or ſome other place again to? 
breakfaſt; and, thus would ſhe run on- 
for many days together, and never ſay 
ſhe was tired. Whenever we have been 


N travelling, let our journey be ever ſo- 


long, ſhe would travel night and day ;. 
always: with four horſes, and as faſt as- 
the drivers could: make them-go;. for 
ſhe never had any fear of robbers, or of 
accidents; | In this way, ſhe ſpent a great 
deal of money; ſhe was liberal to the: 
drivers, gave them four ſhillings, where: 

\ others 
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others gave them only two; and, to all 


the ſervants on the road, was equally 


bountiful ; ſo that they flew at her com- 
mand; and ſhe was worſhiped where? 
ever ſhe went. The horſes on the toad 
were always on a full'gallop, and this 
the called going like herſelf. . 

TTC 
I recollect, one day, Mrs. Baddeley 
making an appointment with two pere 


ſons in trade, with whom ſhe dealt very 
largely, to meet them at Stains bridge, 


at twelve, and dine with them. The read- 


er will excuſe my not mentioning their 


names, as each of them has a family, 


and it might not only create uneaſineſs, 


but tend to injure them in the opinion 
of their creditors; for, though no harm 
i „ was 
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Was meant in this meeting, yet the 
world is apt to miſconſtrue things, and 1 
am not at preſent diſpoſed: to give it an 

opportunity of ſo doing. But they were 
difappeinted-in the pleaſure they deſign - 

ed themſelves. Ihe wiſhed to go to my 
houſe near Henley, the day before, and 
fo croſs the country to Stains-bridge, 
the next day, which was about twenty- 
one miles diſtant, We travelled in her 
Phaeton; and, though we left Henley 
t ſeven in the morning, we could not 
reach Stains-bridge by dinner; for, as 
we took no fervant with us, (being on an 
expeditien ſhe was unwilling ſhould be 
known in the faſhionable circle ) we 
miſſed our way; and, when we thought 


ct being at Stains-bridge, we found 


ourſelves 
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durſelves at Hertford-bridge, in the 
Saliſbury road. The diſappointment 
was mortifying; but, as we found our 
horſes weary, we had no alternative but 
to hire a poſt-chaiſe and four, and leave 
our carriage to follow us. When we 
reached Stains-bridge, - it was dark, and 
our friends were juſt gone. A ſplendid 
dinner had been ordered for our enters 
tainment; and, the landlord told us, the 
gentlemen faid, they were ſure ſome 

miftake or accident had happened, of 
we ſhould have been there at the time 
appointed. They came down m apoſt: 
chaiſe and four, and returned in one, 
We ſtaid at the Buſh Inn all night; and, 
in the morning, one of theſe perſons, 
—— on an enquiry in Grafton-ſtreet; 
mat 
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that we had left town for Henley, the 


day before we propoſed to meet, con- 
cluded, we ſhould be at Stains- bridge 
ſome part of the day before, and that he 


| ſhould hear of us there; he accordingly | 


was at the Buſh Inn by eight o'clock. 
This friend was not a little pleaſed that 
he enjoyed, by accident, Mrs. Baddeley's 
company alone. He ordered every thing 
the houſe afforded for breakfaſt, and the 


ſame for dinner; for Mrs. Baddeley being 
under ſome obligations to him, could not 


refuſe ſtaying, This man, like her faſhion- 
able admirers, poured out his whole ſou] 


before her; and, if ſhe would but have 
liſtened to him, would have given her a 
receipt for five hundred pounds, which 
ſhe owed to him and his partners, without 


8 by 
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any regard to his family, property, or 
connections. Her refuſing to accept this, 
or liſten to his propoſals, put him out 
of humour, and led him to ſay, though! 
he was not a Lord, he was no deſpiſa- 
ble character; and, he could aſſure her, 
he had the confidence of the firſt Lady 
in this kingdom, and did nos a little 
pride himſelf upon the occaſion, 
Mrs. Baddeley was piqued at this, 
and began to redden; as ſhe always did 
when ſhe was vexed; and I wiſhed her 
to ſay ſomething proper to bim upon 
the ſubject. She at laſt told him,” fhe 
did not come there to take a dinner 


with him, but in a friendly manner, 
and could not ſuppoſe he would have 
Vor. IV. 7 
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had a thought of what he had been 
pleaſed to ſay ; that his words, © Though 
ec he was not a Lord,” conveyed a dou- 
ble meaning, the explanation of which 
ſhe was at no loſs to comprehend. 5 1 
ce am ſenſible, added ſhe, « that you 
© are no Lord, and that I am no Lady; 
«© but, be what you will, Sir, I will 
« never place my confidence in you, or 
« give you an opportunity to boaſt of 

„ what the firſt Lady in the kingdom 
« thinks proper to do with you. 1 
« have various reaſons for my reſolu- 
8 tions - but, as J mean not to offend 
5 you, ſhall keep them to myſelf: per- 
«© mit me, however, to ſay, that as 1 
& have it in my power to pay every juſt 
4 debt 1 owe, without diſcharging it in 
„ the 
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« the way you intimate, you may re- 


« ſerve your offers for thoſe unhappy 
« women, who are not in ſo fortunate 
2 fituation, You have a wife and 
children, reſerve your benevolence for 
them, and leave me and my follies 
ec to myſelf. T hold myſelf obliged to 
& you for this invitation, and had you 
acted as a friend would have done, 
© ſhould have ſpent my time agreeably 
-E: your company; as it is, I blame my. 
er ſelf fot accepting it; and, bad I ſtaid 
* at home, I ſhould: have given no of- 
«© fence, nor received' any infult,” — 
« Mrs, Baddeley,” returned he, © if I 
© have faid a word that can be deemed 
© an inſult, I beg your pardon; for I 
e meant no ſuch thing. I too well 
P z 5 know 
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4 know the lavour you have done me, 
| « by coming to this houſe ; and beg all 
©. that is paſt may be buried- in obli- 
«-yion; nor ſhall I be happy till you 
| ©, tell me you have forgot it.“ She re- 
plied, it was not in her diſpofition to 
bear malice; and, as he had atoned 
for the affront, by his apology, _ = 
would think no more of it. Our horſes 
were then ordered, and we paid our bill; J 
he offered to do it, but Mrs. Baddeley 
| would not ſuffer it. When our horſes. 
were ready, we took our leave and left 
_ 


: Mrs. Baddeley. was more angry with 

herſelf for this excurſion, than ever I 

faw her before, The trouble we had to 
| 55 keep 
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keep our appointment, and the inſult 
offered, ſo vexed her, that ſhe could 
not forgive herſelf. © How do I def. 
piſe myſelf,” ſaid ſhe, for my 


folly! After my refuſing his re- 
ceipt, to be reflected on in the ſpite- 


fol manner he did l. But I deſerve 
«<-it for accepting his invitation. From 
perſons of faſhion, except ſome few. 


of them, one never hears an unpolite 


expreſſion, nor any thing that can 


offend the moſt rigid chaſtity. Their 
elegance, their manner, their de port - 
ment, is captivating but theſe up- 
ſtart ſhop-keepers are all rudeneſs and 
vulgarity ; I hate them _— where, 


but behind their counters.” 
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Among the reſt of thoſe diſipared 
married men wha-courted the favour of 
Mrs. Baddeley, at the expence of their 
domeſtic happineſs, there was one, tho? 
leſs in rank than many of her admirers; 
was not leſs conſpicuous in life. This gen- 
tleman's name, I muſt- alſo: keep ſecret; 
out of regard to his wife, now living; 
who had a particular ffiendſhip for Mrs: 
Baddeley; and who, notwithſtanding the 
indiſcretion of her buſband,. was known 
to live happy wih him; either not ſee · 
ing, or wiſhing: not to ſee; his failings, 
Often have I: heard her ſay, how happy 
ſhe was in her huſband, whe: was no 
way given to · any attachment foreign to 
that he had fworn at the altar; and, 
declaring at. the ſame time, that if he 
„ Mas, 
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was, ſhe: would not live another hour 
with him. This gentleman was a mers 
chant in the city, well known on the 
Royal Exchange, and was rich.. Though 
accounted a miſer, he was laviſh | in his 
bounty to. Mrs..Baddeley,. whom he firft 
ſaw at Ranelagh, and, where an ac» 
quaintance firſt took place, between her 
and this merchant's wife ;. and, whick 
ſhe was defirous of cultivating, in hopes 
of introducing herſelf into- the ſociety 
of ſome. ladies.. The merchant came 
the next day, to aſk. how ſhe did; ſaid, 
he had not acquainted his wife with his 
coming, as it would have been a mor- 
tification to her not to have come wick 
him; and, noticing ſome china jars in 
one of the rooms, faid he had a.couple, 

| that 
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that he thought would match them; 
and, if ſhe would do him the favour to 
; accept them, he would. ſend them to 
her. She did not ſee his view in this; 
but they were given as an introduction 
to her favour. She accepted the jars; 
| and very large and valuable ones they. 
were. Bord Melbourne came in ſoon. 
after they were brought, and being made 
acquainted: with their hiſtory, ſaid, it 
_ was kind in the merchant, and adviſed 
her to keep up his acquaintance, as it 
would be a reſpectable family to paſs an 
occaſional: evening: with. Lord Mel- 
bourne was ſcarcely gone, but a card 
was brought-from the Merchant's Lady, 
inviting herſelf to tea that evening. She 
came in her own carriage, with ſervants 


in 
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in rich liveries; and, as we ſent for 


Dr. Arne, and Mrs. Baddeley ſung; ſhe: 


was, as ſhe was pleaſed to ſay, enchan- 


tingly entertained. . Her huſband came 


at nine o'clock to conduct her home z. 


was more reſerved than | in the morning 
and did not drop a word of the. jars, 
The next morning he came: again,. to 


know if ſhe had received them, and if g 


they had met her approbation. She 
thanked him, but was ſorry ſhe had de- 
prived bis Lady of tbem. Oh,“ ſaid 
he, ſhe knew nothing of them, and 
of courſe will not miſs them.“ This 


opened our eyes a little; and, when he 


told us how happy he vas in this ac- 


cidental acquaintance, and how much 
be felt himſelf attached to Mrs, Badde- 
ley ; 
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ley; for, as all the world adored her, it 
was no wander he ſhould do fo too: in 
ſhort, when he confeſſed he loved her, 
and was not aſhamed to own it, Mrs., 
Baddeley's prudence took the alarm; 
« Oh, fic, Sir!“ ſaid ſhe, © this decla- 
«© ration to me is a misfortune ; for, 
e out of reſpect to your Lady, it will 
ce be out of my power to ſee you, even 
4 on the terms I was proud to receive 
te you before.” — Madam,” returned 
he, I love my wife no leſs for my 
& affection to you.“ That's not poſ- 
„ fible,” returned Mrs. Baddeley; © nor 
de will I hear of ſuch profeſſions again; 
“ for they are not only diſagreeable to 
« me, but they hurt me.”—* Say not 
« ſo, my dear Mrs. * ” ſaid he, 


(C for 
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= for I muſt, and will love you ; and, 
here make you a tender of any thing 
in my power to add to your happi- 
ce neſs. I have. a. fortune, which is no 
& deſpiſable one, and any part of it you 
6 may command.” — © Yes, Sir,” re- 
turned ſhe, “ but you have a wife and 
« five children to partake of it.—In 
« ſhort, Sir, I tremble at your diſpoſi- 
tion, and am ſorry you are acting to 
the injury of an-amiable family, and 
ſeeking to diſturb both your wife's 
peace and mine.” —* No, my dear 
« Madam,” returned he, believe me, 
„ have no ſuch thought; but, in fact, | 
1 J am not ſufficiently maſter of myſelf 
4 to withſtand your attraCtions, and' I 
feel no remorſe in telling you ſo; 
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ce and, as a token of my eſteem, I have 
„ brought with me a ſmall preſent, 


« which I ſhall beg you to accept of, 
ce on condition you promiſe to admit 


* and, 


ce me, when opportunity ſuits ;? 
| taking out a handful of bank-notes, he 

ſaid, „here, Madam, are a thouſand 
6 pounds at your ſervice, and as much 


„ more when you pleaſe to have it, on 


„the terms I have mentioned.” Mrs. 
Baddeley told him, that money was no 
object to her, nor would it tempt her, 
contrary to her natural inclinations, 

therefore, begged him to put his notes 
into his book again, and never offend her 

more, by any farther declarations of his 
folly; for that ſhe loved his wife, for 
her reſpec ful attention to her, and if 

| his 
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his Whole fortune was laid down, ſhe 


would not injure her in his affection, or 
his pocket; and, as this was her ſerious 
declaration, ſhe hoped, as a gentleman, 


he would ceaſe from propoſing terms ſo 
diſhonourable to his lady, and fo pain- 


ful to herſelf - that ſhe wiſhed for a 
continuance of his friendſhip, but muſt 
decline it, unwilling as ſhe was, 'if ſhe 


was any more talked to on this ſubject. 
“All your preaching,” faid he, „ my 


e dear Mrs. Baddeley, is to little pur- 
< poſe. I feel myſelf ſo wretched; out 


cc 
ce 


ec ſpite of every obſtacle; and, if you 
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ee ſerable.” She replied, ſhe ever had 
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1 
. _ a . 2 
r 1 5 — * —— — —. 
n 
r 


2 79 1 
— * N 
— - 8 - 
ESR AA a 11 


2 OY 24 4 "af 
« . * x 
F „rr 


of your company, and ſo happy in it; 
that 1 muſt find my way to you, in 


refuſe to ſee me, it will make me mi- 
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a with to make all her friends happy, 
except, when they required of her what 


both prudence and juſtice forbade; © I 
« thank my God, ” exclaimed ſhe, 


« among all the fins I have to anſwer 


« for, I never betrayed a confidence, 
* nor had connexions with the huſband 
« of any female friend; nor ſhall any 


e thing on earth tempt me to it, —He 
expoſtulated with her a great deal, made 


large offers, and would have given her 


any ſum of money ſhe would name; 


and went ſo far as to tender her fifteen 


hundred pounds. This, to do Mrs. 
Baddeley juſtice, had no weight with 
ber, for money was not her idol; ſo 


ſhe had enough for her uſe, ſhe never 


coveted more, and was hurt when it was 


mentioned 
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mentioned even by her beſt friends; 


for 4 a with, at all times, to have 
* 4 

tt - of. her heart under ſuch obli- 

„ do her, and not be under ſuch to 


i -.., But here the caſe was different. 
Though various attempts were made by 


this Merchant to ſeduce her to compli- 


| ance, ſhe oppoled them all; but never 
betrayed them to his wife, with whom 


ſhe was on the moſt intimate footing ; 


and, the gentleman, though he met 


with a repulſe ſo repugnant to his wiſhes, 
could not but confeſs, he admired ' 


her more for her diſpoſition than her 


beauty; acknowledged that her ſenti- 
ments were noble and generous, and ? 

declared, that through life, he ſhould 
revere, honour, and love her. Here 


n the g 
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a wiſh to make all her friends happy, 
except, when they required of her what 
both prudence and juſtice forbade ; * 
« thank my God,” exclaimed ſhe, 
« among all the fins I have to anſwer 
4 for, I never betrayed a confidence, 
* nor had connexions with the huſband 
« of any female friend; nor Thall any 
« thing on earth tempt me to it, — He 
| expoſtulated with her a great deal, made 
large offers, and would have given her 
any ſum of money ſhe would name; 
and went ſo far as to tender her fifteen 
hundred pounds. This, to do Mrs. 
Baddeley juſtice, had no weight with | 
55 her, for money was not her idol; ſo 
ſhe had enough for her uſe, ſhe never 
coveted mores and was s hurt when it was 
mentioned 
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mentioned even by her beſt friends; 
for da with, at all times, to have 
of ber heart under ſuch obli- 
co her, and not be under ſuch to 
... But here the caſe was different, | 
Though various attempts were made by 
this Merchant to ſeduce her to compli- 
ance, the oppoled them all; but never 
betrayed them to his wife, with whom | 
the was on the moſt intimate footing ; 
and, the gentleman, though he met 
with a repulſe ſo repugnant to his wiſhes, 
could not but confeſs, he admired 
her more for her diſpoſition than her 
beauty; acknowledged that her ſenti- 
ments were noble: and generous, and 
declared, that through life, he ſhould 
revere, honour, and love her. Here 


a 


— 
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the matter ended. No more was ever 
mentioned on the ſubject on either ſide. 
Mrs. Baddeley preſerved his friendſhip, 
and that of his wife, till the day I part- 
ed with her, and probably to the end of 
her life. Thus would men often, to 
gratify a momentary pleaſure, ſacrifice 
a wife, a family, and fortune; and thus 

would a few hours ſerious reaſoning | 
bring ſuch a man back to a proper way 
of thinking. Would the female ſex take 
a leſſon from this example of Mrs. Bad- 
_deley, and check their ſeducers in that 
riot of their ' paſſions, when . reaſon is 
overcome; and lay before them, as ſhe 
did, the raſhneſs and extravagance of 
their purſuit, and the fatal conſequences 
that await it; how greatly would they 


merit 
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merit the commendations of the virtu- 
ous; how high would they ſtand in the 
eſteem of the: world; and how exalted 
in their: own reflections !! In faving 
themſelves, they would often reſcue a 
wretched family from deſtruction; and 
children, perhaps unborn, . would be 
bound to bleſs their mn | 
Ana yet, when Mrs. Baddeley: Te- 
fufed this: money, ſhe was very much in 
want of 1 it; for, Lord Melbourne, at this 
time kept his purſe-ſtrings: fo cloſe, that 
ſhe was often obliged to write to him 
for ſmall ſums; as the following | euer 
will er. | | 


1 
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wy 


e My Dear Love, 
AI am exceedingly diſtreſſed for 
< twenty pounds, and if I have it not 
e to day, it will really, be of bad con: 
| 66 ſequenges. I think, I am fully as de- 
s ſerving as ſome folks you are ſo atten- 
i tixe to, I. dare ſay, you know who I 
c mean,—And.I.am. ſure, I have. no 
« right to queſtton you, but, am ſorry 
es to think, you. ſtand. in need to he con». 
« ſtantly put in, mind of your. old 
friend. 
* God blefs you! | 
4 Lam, moſt invariably your 1. | 
= - 0:0) nd Baddeleyv- 
1 T the Right Honourable. | 
dare Melbourne. 
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Being induced one evening, to go to 
a puppet-ſhew, called the Fantocini, we 
met with the Duke of Ancaſter, who 
ſat, down by Mrs. Baddeley, and. faid 
many civil things to her-; but ſtared 
at her ſo much, during the whole exhi- 
bition, that ſhe grew uneaſy, fearing it 
would be noticed, and get into the news- 
papers; than which the dreaded nothing 
more. When we left the place, ſhe re- 
marked to me, that ſhe was ſure. ſhe 
ſhould ſee the Duke, or hear ſome- 
thing from him, before it. was long; for 
he ſtared ſo much at her, that ſhe was 
almaſt out of countenance. Her words 


ſoon. came to paſs; for, before tente 


next morning, his Grace came to Graf - 
ton · ſtreet, muffled up in a great coat, 
ſo. 
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ca as not to be known. Being defired - 
to ſend up his name, he ſaid, it was of 
no conſequence, that he was with us laſt / 
night at the Fauntocini, and if that was 
mentioned, Mrs. Baddeley would know . 
who it was: He was admitted, and we 
went into the parlour: to. him. The 
Duke addreſſed himſelf to Mrs. Badde- 

ley ; hoped ſhe was well, which he. 
could not ſay was the caſe with him; 
as he had been much diſturbed all night, 
wiſhing for the morning; that he might 
have an opportunity of- waiting on her, . 


in. order to ſay, that he never yet ſaw 
her at any public place, but ſne made 
him happy for the time; but, that this 

pleaſure always ended in pain. For,“ 


aid his Grace, 60 Po are ſuch 'a wonder 
| os of 74 
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« of nature, that no man can gaze on 
nm you unwounded. Vou are in this re- 
“ ſpect like the Baſiliſk, whoſe eyes 
& kill thoſe whom they fix on.” Mrs. 
Baddeley replied, © Your Grace has ſaid 
« ſufficient to raiſe my vanity ; but, 
« conſcious of my own imperfections, 
I ſhall ſet it down to flattery,” No,“ 
returned the Duke, « ſet it down as it 
« 1s, to ſincerity.—Vou are abſolutely 
«© one of the wonders of the age.” She 
admitted this, but that it was for her im- 
prudence. Not ſo, on my honour,” | 
returned he, I mean for your per- 

* ſonal attractions; and how happy muft 

the man be, poſſeſſed of ſuch a wo- 
e man!” Mrs, Baddeley replied, “ As 
your Grace has been pleaſed to 
5 << pay 
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« pay me ſuch a compliment, permit 
% me in return to fay, how happy 
* muſt the Ducheſs: of Ancaſter be, in 
& ſuch a huſband as your Grace; pro- 
« vided you would think of no other 
4 do not,” returned the 
Duke, except it be of you, and it is 


« woman!“ 
© not in my power to avoid it. My 
4 declarations have been frequent to 
t you on this head; but, AS you never 
* noticed them, I muſt own, I grew. 
E weary in the purſuit; but, the acci- 
cc dental interview of laſt night has re- 
6c newed all my former wiſhes, and, L. 


„ could no longer reſiſt the inclination 

„of telling you ſo; and could I have 
ce the ſatisfaction to find you meet my 
66 — you ſhould be as happy as my 
25 8 
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. fortune and my attention could 
« make you.“ Mrs. Baddeley, heard 
his Grace out patientiy, and, when he 
pauſed, ſhe made him this reply.— 
« When I conſider your, Grace's rank 
in life, I hold myſelf in duty bound 
4 to thank you for the honour of your: © 
«, notice; but; when I reflect on the na 
40 ture of that notice, that condeſcenſion 
* which brought your Grace here, and 
the impropriety of the viſit; my heart 
« ſhudders at the conſequence. Iown 
« myſelf to be a weak, fooliſh woman, 
given up to the pleaſures of the world, 
& and, I confeſs, that to ſupport that dife 
« poſition, and my inclinations, , I have 
done things which I ought. not to 
"8 bare daes but, I truſt, I have not 
oY 8 gone 
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« gone ſuch lengths in wickedneſs, as to 
e diſturb the peace of families, In my 
« preſent ſituation, I want for nothing, 
put the ſole affection of the man I 
& am under obligations to. This in- 
ce deed, I am not entitled to; and if 1 
«© have erred with him, it ſhall be the 
ce laſt fault of the kind 1 will commit. 
« The uneaſineſs I have felt on that 
c account, has been ſufficient cauſe for 
© reflection; and has made me deter- 
ce mine, that I never will liſten to the 
ce propoſals of any married man again, 


„ Your Grace will, I truſt, therefore 


ee pardon me for ſaying, I muſt and 
ee will decline hearing any thing that 
© may tend to your diſhonour, as well 
„ as my own. I have as high a re- 

cc ſpect 
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& have; and ſhoüld be unhippy to of- 
fend you'; nay, was your Grace to 


lay any cottimands oh me, in an ho- 


ce nourable way, 1 would riſk” my life 


ee to obey them; büt, in the preſent 
ſtate of things, I muſt decline them, 


et and hope I ſhall not diſpleaſe, by ſo 


ce doing.“ © Indeed, Mrs. Baddeley,” 


returned the Duke, you do not diſ- 
e pleaſe me; I have liſtened to you 


ec with real pleaſure, and think myſelf 


” highly indebted to you; little did * 


expect 1 to be ſo politely admonifhed, 


3 you have done i it; and Yo allured, - 


ſpe&t for your Grace, as any one can 


as far as I can low: yup ava | 
0 Iwill ftrialy adhere to it ; and, in re- 
40 turn, vo will, at all times, find me 
. happy to ſerve you, or "oblige you. 
Vor. IV. N &« Should 
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« Should you ever ſtand in 3 of a 
4 friend, (as we all ſometime or other 
c do,) 0 aſſured you will find one in 
e me, and J hope you will not omit ap- 
cc plying to me, on every little occur- 
dc rence, where I can be of ſervice. 
_ I find you full of ſenſibility add no- 
a & ble ſentiment, beyond the power of 
« remptation, and free .from avarice z 
te as ſuch, you deſerve my applauſe, and 
« that of every thinking perſon; and, 
80 depend on it, as a man of honour, I 
ce will never diſtreſs you, by a repeti- 
« tion of this buſineſs; but adore you 
« in filence and e 


When his Grace left us, Mrs. Bad- 
deley, as uſual, aſked me, bow I ap- 
owe of her r conduct, and whether I 
did 
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did not think ſhe ated with propriety * 
1 told her I did, and that it had a very 
proper effect upon the Duke. She then 
aſked me, whether ſhe appeared grace · 
| ful in the delivery of her ſentiments; for 
| ſhe ſaw him watch every motion of 
her's. That,” replied I, « I did not at- 
64 tend to; but your expreſſions were 
« ſuch as became you.” «© Well then,” 
4 ſaid ſhe, Steele, you ſee I can now 
de withſtand temptations $708 Yes,” re- 
turned I, “and had you done ſo, n 
« the commencement of our acquain- 
ce tance, how happy a woman would 
d you have been; and how comforta- 
« bly ſhould you and I have fat down 
% and enjoyed ourſelves!” © What's 
< paſt,” ſaid Mrs. Baddeley, e muſt be 
a . you perceive I mend dail y. I. 
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n Should you ever ſtand in need of a 


ce friend, (as we all ſometime or other 


c do,) be aſſured you will find one in 


cc me, and I hope you will not omit ap- 


cc plying to me, on every little occur- 
«© rence, where I can be of ſervice. 
« J find you full of ſenfibility aud no- 
te ble ſentiment, 'beyond the power of 
« temptation, and free from avarice 


6e as ſuch, you deſerve my applauſe, and 


4c that of every thinking perſon; and, 


depend on it, as a man of honour, I 
« will never diſtreſs you, by a repeti- 
ce tion of this bufineſs; but adore you 


«© in filence and contemplation, 


When his Grace left us, Mrs. Bad- 
deley, as uſual, aſked me, how I ap- 
proved of her conduct, and whether [I 
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did not think the acted with propriety ; 
I told her I did, and that it had a very 


proper effect upon the Duke. She then 
aſked me, whether ſhe appeared grace 
ful in the delivery of her ſentiments; for 


ſhe ſaw him watch every motion of 


hers. * That,” replied I, I did not at- 


« tend to; but your expreſſions were 
« ſuch as became you.” © Well then,” 


ſaid ſhe, Steele, you ſee I can now 
« withſtand temptations; © Yes,” re- 


turned I, © and had you done ſo, from 


« the commencement of our acquain- 
ce tance, how happy a woman would 
© you have been; and how comforta- 
«bly ſhould you and I have fat down 
© and enjoyed ourſelves!” © What's 


« paſt,” ſaid Mrs. Baddeley, « muſt be 


forgot; you perceive I mend daily. 1 
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% now fee into the folly of mankind, and 
10 cannot but obſerve, how much more 
64 they reſpect the woman, who checks 
6s” their inclinations, and puts a negative 
10 to what they ſolicit, thap ſhe who 


cc falls i in with their wiſhes, and gratifies 


6 them by. compliance. 1 will endear 


« vour therefore, to ſecure their friend: 


by ſhip, by my Prudence, apd act with : 


* the reſerve you wiſh me. Scarce had 
ſhe pttered theſe words, before Lord 
Melbourne came ip, and ſaid, he was 
come to ſtay with} her a few hours, | He 


#5 1 $3081 Fr 


$9ld her he was going to Bath, at leaſt, 


he ſuppoſed he ſhould ; for his dear 


s ”- - 


Betſy had talked.of it, and if he went, 


be ſhould be gone three weeks. « If 
ws You da,” 1 ſaid | Mrs. Baddeley; vs I will, 


66. in 
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13 


in your abſence, make an excurſion 


« into the country.” With this he ſeem- 
ed pleaſed. Whilſt his Lordſhip was 
with her above, Mr. P. came to tell 
me, that having agree for the purchaſe 
of an eſtate, he was in want of money; 
and aſked me, if I could help him to 
any; ; on my ſaying, I could not at pre- 
ſent, he turned it off with, he would 
endeavour to ſhift without my afliſtance.. 
He then told i me, how much trouble he, 
had taken in Mrs, Baddeley! 8 affairs; 


what ſums he had paid for her, beſides | 


3 


the draft he had accepted on her ac- 1 


count, and that he Was confiderably i in 
advance; all which, he was pleaſed to 
fay, was to oblige me, for, that Mrs: 


Baddeley was not any ching to bim, | 


DOT would he accept any favour fron 
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her in return; 1 view "Ih to ſerve 


me, as be was convinced her affairs 


muſt have a great deal embarraſſed me; 


that he advanced the money upon my 
credit, knowing that It was ſafe 1 in my 
bands, and that be ſhould look to me, 
and me only, when it ſuited for a re- 


Imburſement, All this I looked over; 
25 it ſerved her, J was fatisfied, be it 


on whoſe account it might. He then 
anquired, whether Lord Melbourne had 


deen more liberal te her lately; I told 
| him net; but that his Lordſhip promiſ- 


ed to diſcharge the whole of her debts, 
and. had been informed of his Eindneſs 
20 her; and begged, if he was is wane 


of the money, he would ſay ſo, and 1 


would aſk Lord Melbourne for it. He 
replied, By no means; I will wait his 
66 convenience.” 
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« convenience.” - He then told me, he: 
had that day paid one hundred and ſeven- 
ty pounds for Mrs. Baddeley ; and alſo 
paid my landlord one hundred pounds, 
tar half a year 8 rent, on my account, 
and placed it againſt the four hundred. 


pounds I had lent him, and gave me 


the receipt, taken in my name. Mr. P., 
went away ſoon after this; and Lord 


Melbourne came down to me, and as he; . 


went out, ſaid, he had not forgot me; 
chat I ſhould have money. from him 
ſoon, and begged.me to. go up to Mrs. 
Baddeley, wha. was ill, with her eld. 
complaint, a head-agh.. I went up. ton 
her, and found her head: ach was a pre: 
tence to-. quiet Lord Melbourne, who, 
from being in high ſpirits, was as noiſy, 
2 be. On elling her the gon 


verſation 
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verſation that paſſed between me and 
Mr. P. and ſaying, he had paid one 
hundred pounds for rent, which he 
charged to my ſeparate account; ſhe 
ſaid, Lord Melbourne might be aſham- 
ed of himſelf, for not keeping his word 
with me, (altuding to his promiſe of- 
paying the rent of Grafton: ſtreet houſe), 
but that ſhould he not do it; ſhe would, 
= ſome time or other. I told her, that un- 
| fs his Lordſhip did, Ie never ſhould; 
| and turned the ſubject,” 


15 his Lordſhip meant to be blen 
from town three weeks, Mrs. Badde- 
ley ſeemed reſolved, on an excurſion, 
Many places were thought of; but at 
last it was determined between us to go 
to > Margate, The next day, however, we 


went 
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went to Ranelagh, where Colonel Lut- 
trell, now Lord Carhampton, took 


ſome pains. to introduce himſelf to Mrs. 


Baddeley's notice. Thoſe who are ho- 
noured with the acquaintance of this 
Nobleman, muſt allow him to be a 
man of refined ſentiments, highly po- 
liſhed, and a complete Gentleman. 
Mrs. Baddeley was much taken with 
his addreſs and engaging manners; and 
he drank tea with us. In the courſe of 


converſation, he told us, he ſhould ſet 
off. in a few. days for Luttrell's-tawn, 


near Dublin, the place of his reſidence, 
where Lord. Townſhend then was; and, 
how happy he ſhould think himſelf, if 
Mrs. Baddeley would take a trip to ſee 
him; chat he would ſhew her Ireland 
all overs if ſhe wiſhed to ſee it, and. 
aſſured 
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aſſured her, his ſituation was ſo delight- 
ful, that it would give her great ple - 
fure. He continued in our company 
the whole evening, and ſeemed not a 
little pleaſed, that he was enviouſly no- 
ticed by his friends. When we thought 
proper to go home, he politely attend 
ed us to our carriage, hoped Mrs. Bad- 
deley would accept his invitation, and 
ſaid, he would call on her the next 
day. 


Mrs. Baddeley was delighted with this 
new acquaintance, thought the Colonel 
a very ſenſible, well-bred man; but 
what took with her moſt, was, that he 
did not, like the reſt of her noble friends, 
make her ſick with a heap of nonſenſe 
about love, beauty, * and the 
like; 
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like; but his converſation was manly, 
ſenſible, and chearful, and ſhe hoped ſhe 
ſhould ſee him the next day. She ſaid, 
| ſhe ſhould be delighted to ſee Ireland; 


and as ſoon as ſhe could arrange her 


affairs with Mr. P. and Lord Melbourne 


gave her money to pay him, ſhe would 


abſolutely take a trip there; for ſhe 
could go there and back in a month, al- 
lowing herſelf three weeks in the place, 


I faid a great deal in oppoſition to this 


ſcheme, and told her, that the impro- 
priety ought to forbid it. She replied, 


the Colonel was a gentleman of too 


much honour and ſenſibility to urge 


her to any thing againſt her inclinations, 


But the world, I told her, would con- 


demn her, though ſhe might not de- 


to 


* 
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ſerve it. She ſaid, if ſhe was to ſtudy 
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to pleaſe the world, ſhe ſhould have 
enough to do. I then urged her t6 
ſtudy her own intereft, and aſked her 
whether ſhe thought Lord Melbourne 
- would approve of it. She did not mean, 
the faid, to tell him any thing about it; 
| ſhe ſhould fay, the was going to ſome 
other place; that ſhe would change her 
hame; and hide herfelf from all who 
knew her. © In ſhort, ſhe was deterrtiined 
| to go _ before a moet was over 

deer head. hes 


Next morning, Colonel Luttrell 
came, and went wich us to ſee à rela- 


tion of mine at Chelſea, where we ſtuid 
dinner; and in the courſe of the day 
Luttrell's town Was again nietitioned; 
when Nate. Baddcley- fatd, <1 inte cs . 


„ >» os 
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te ſee that ſweet place ſhortly;“ and the 
lady we were with, ſaying, ſhe ſhould 
like to ſee it alſo, the Colonel gave her 
a friendly invitation to come over with 
Mrs. Baddeley ; for ſhe was a cheartul. 
woman, and pleaſed the Colonel much. 
She ſaid, her huſband was going to. 
Portſmouth for two months, and as e 
might go in his abſence, begged not a 
word of it might be dropped to him, he 
being out of the room when the matter 
was talked of. This determined Mrs. 
Baddeley at once, and the Colonel preſ- 
ſing them to promiſe him, they aſſured 
him he ſhould ſee them there before 
the expiration of a month. The Co- 
lonel then entertained them with the 
amuſements and delights of the place, 
the romantic country of Wales, through 

Vor. IV. 8 which 
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which they would travel; the charming 
mountains they would have to paſs over ; 
the harps they would hear at every 
door ; in ſhort, he gave them fo pleaſ- 
ing an account of what they would ſee, 


Hear, and meet with, that they were 


both in raptures, We ſpent the even- 
ing with our friends, and being aſked to 
breakfaſt with them the next morning, 
and the Colonel accepting the invita- 
tion, we called on him in our way there, 
and took him in our carriage. We 
breakfaſted in a tent upon a lawn, and 


our friends having provided a band, 


who played ſome ſoft muſic; we 
fancied ourſelves in Elyſium. When 
we took our Teave, the invitation to. 
Ireland was renewed, and as cordially 
accepted, The Colonel would fain 
55 5 have 


Ms. SOPHIA: BAppEIET. 207 


— — — , : 
_ 


ks TI 
. — — 
—— ns * —— er, , A a l 
l — ne 
- Z — , . ©” Ces TCP ARC IRt —— LY 
1 * „ GE dry =o. 
—_ A — — o > = 


* had * go with them, but I refuſ 
3 ed; as I thought it would ne neceſfary 


_ ——— 
„44 E 


to be in the way, to give anſwers to any 
_ enquiries that | might be made. Mrs 
| Baddeley preſſed me to accompany her, 


— 


— 2 — 
— 8 — 
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. faying, ſhe ſhould not be happy without 
me; but, as I promiſed to come and 
fetch her back, ſhe was pretty eaſy, and 
ſuffered me to ſtay. The Colonel was 
ſoon let into the whole of Mrs. Badde- 
ley's ſituation; ſaw the propriety of my 
ſtaying in London to keep Mr. P. 
eaſy; he ſaid, he was ſorry he was ſo 
eircumſtanced, that he could not pax 
her debts himſelf; (and as he was a 
3 man without deception, ſhe believed 
him) but that her abſence might ſpur 
Lord Melbourne on to do it; and hoped, 
that when all was quiet, I would come 


„ over 
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over to them: and, it was ſettled, that 
no one ſhould know where ſhe went, 
nor even our own ſervants, except her 
man and maid, whom ſhe would take 
with her, and my daughter, a child 
about nine years of age; for ſhe would 
not go without her, being part, ſne was 
pleaſed to ſay, of myſelf. 


The next day we all dined with Co- 
lonel Luttrell, at his houſe, in Curzon- 
ſtreet, May-fair, and went to the play 
in the evening ; and he ſeemed proud of 
being in Mrs, Baddeley's company, and 
to be there noticed by all his acquain- 
tance. 


The journey was now ſettled, and the 
mode of travelling fixed on; but where 
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was the money to defray the ex pences ? 
This I propoſed to lend Mrs. Baddeley, 
and ſaid, I would let her have two hun- 
dred pounds. Finding now no ob- 
ſtacle, ſhe was quite wild with plea- 
ſure; went to her fellow- traveller, and 
ſettled the matter with her, who was : 
equally as eager as herſelf, We all 
dined with the Colonel, and the next 
morning, before his departure for Ire- 
land, he breakfaſted with us, and took 
his leave. 


This friend of mine continued with 
us four days, and was joined by the fa- 
mily from Windſor, where we had been 


well entertained, During the time they 


ſtaid, we took every means of ſhewing 
them what was worth ſceing in London; 
83 ©. 
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and, on their return, they had our r horſes 
and carriage as far as Hounſlow, 


Mrs. Baddeley RE now to prepare 
- for: her Journey, She ordered a new 
riding-habit, white, with a pale blue 

filk waiſtcoat, trimmed with filver lace, 
ſpangles, and filver frogs, as was then 
the faſhion; with as elegant a hat as 
could be made. | She had a variety of 
new clothes made up for the occaſion, 
and was ready in a week; but, Lord 
Melbourne, in al! this time, did not 
give her a guinea. She how waited im- 
patiently for his going to Bath. That 
journey was, however, put off; but, as 
good luck would have it, he came and 
told her, that he was going out of town 
for fourteen days; - and, on his return, 


would 
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would make her happy. It was, in con- 
ſequence of this, planned, that ſhe ſhould 


go as ſoon as he went; and, on his re- 
turn, he was to be told, that ſhe was 


with a relation of mine near Henley. 
Before ſhe ſet off, I gave her my advice; 
told her, ſhe was going to the houſe 
of a gay man, an admirer of the wo- 
men; and I feared he would expect, 
what ſhe, with prudence, ſhould refuſe, 


She bade me not to be uneaſy, that he 
had never yet ſaid, or offered any thing 
that could offend the chaſteſt ear; and 
that ſhe had that confidence in his in- 


tegrity, that ſhe could truſt herſelf with 
him in any place. In ſhort,” ſaid 
ſhe, © let him make what advances he 


« will, I now ſee the way to be reſpect. 


« ed, is to be reſerved; and I am de- 
« termined 
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te termined to ſecure his eſleem by fuch 
* conduct. 


We began to talk of her going to my 
houſe at Henley, as a blind to our ſer- 


rlants, and they all believed it was ſo 


deſigned; and my friend's huſband go- 
ing to Portſmouth the next day, where 
he had an office under government, ſhe 
| would be ready at any time. This we 


| heard on the Thurſday, and it was 


agreed that they ſhould fer off the Sun- 

day following. In the interim came 
Mr. John Hanger, to tell us of the 
death of his father; this was in the 
year 1773 but Mrs. Baddeley plead- 
ed: illneſa, and would not fee him. 1 
{aw him, and perſuaded myſelf, as he 
was now come to the title and eſtate, he 


* 


would 


FF 
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would have it in his power to ſhew 
Mrs. Baddeley ſome gratitude for all 
that was paſt, and told him ſo; but he 
only laughed, and turned upon his heel, 


with © A good morning to you, Mrs. 


<«< Steele.” When 1 told Mrs. Badde- 
ley of this, ſhe ſaid, I don't believe 


« I ſhall be any thing the better for 


« him or his title, His vanity is raiſe 
cc ed, I dare ſay, but I cannot com- 


5 pliment him, when I conſider his 


* treatment of me. If he poſſeſſed a 


ec good heart, he would now come, and 


ce tell me he would atone for all his paſt 
behaviour, and do me juſtice; but 


c he is a ſtranger to every thing that 


* 


« himſelf,” 


* 
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is right, and thinks of no one but 


Every 
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Every thing was now left in my 
charge, not only reſpecting Mrs. Bad- 
deley, but every thing belonging to my 
- friend. On Saturday night, ſhe left 
town in the phaeton, took her man and 
her maid with her, but they were not 
let into the ſecret, till they were at ſome 
diſtance from town. They went in the 
ſtage before them. We drove to my 
| friend's houſe at Chelſea, where the 
Phaeton was to be put up, till their re- 
turn, and the next morning they ſet off 
in a poſt- coach and four for Cheſter. 
I went with them as far as St. Alban's, Xx 
. where we parted; and I thought Mrs. 
Baddeley would have broke her heart; 
ſhe ſobbed and cried like a child, and 
I never thought ſhe loved me till then. 
In ſhort, our parting was an affecting 


, leone, 
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ſcene, for there was not a dry eye 
among us. She promiſed to write to 
me daily, and kept her word; her lets. 
ters were directed to be left at the poſt - 
office, till called for, and I thus tra- 
velled with her, for ſhe was very minute 
in all the accounts ſhe gave me. She 
paſſed for the Honourable Mrs. Steele. 
In five days they reached Holyhead, 


and hired | a packet to carry then to 
Dublin. 


She had not been abſent two days, 
before Mr. P. called, and enquired if 1 
had any money for him, and where Mrs. 
Baddeley was gone. I told him, ſhe 
was gone to my houſe in Oxfordfhire 
for a few days; and that as to money, 
I was as bare as when he called laſt. 
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He then enquired where Lord Mel- 
bourne was; and, on my ſaying, he 
was gone out of town for a fortnight, 
ſeemed much diſappointed; and ſaid, 
ſeveral drafts he had accepted on Mrs, 
| Baddeley's account, would be due in a 
day or two, and he did not know what 
he ſhould do. I told him, Lord Mel- 
bourne had promiſed us money on his 
return, and hoped, that would be time 
enough ; he replied, if I could not help 
him to any ſooner, it muſt be time 
enough; but that it would put him to 
ſome inconveniences; and, on his Lord- 
ſmhip's return, ſhould he not give me 
any voluntarily, I muſt aſk him for 
ſome. I told him, I was under no ap- 
prehenſions reſpecting his bounty, for 
1 had no doubt, but he would do as 
he 


— 
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he always had done. He ſeemed fatis- 
fied with this, and left me. 


During Mrs. Baddeley's abſence, 


moſt of her friends called to enquire 
after her, and among the reſt Lord Cole- 
Taine, who was a troubleſome viſitant, 
whenever he came. He was more like a 
madman, than any thing elſe; vowing, 
he would never forgive me, if I did not 


tell him where Mrs. Baddeley was; that 
ſee her he muſt, and would find her, if 
ſhe was above ground; for that he was 


wretched, and miſerable without her. 
1 told him ſhe was not far off, but 
where ſhe wiſhed to ſee no one; and 
that I was ſure, if chance threw him in 
her way, ſhe would not ſpeak to him, 


as ſhe never could forget the injuries 
, Vol. IV. | '® | : ſhe 
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ſne had received from him. He re- 
plied, if I would not tell him, he would 
try if he could not find her out, for he 
would ſpare no expence, and would 
hunt her to the world's end. He ſtrove 
to bribe my ſervants, but it was to no 
purpoſe; for we had acted ſo, that they 
were as much ſtrangers to the place where 
ſhe Was, as his Lordſhi p. He enquired 


at every inn in town, to know whether = 


any horſes had 'becn ſent for to our 
houſe ; went down to my houſe near 
Henley, where he had ſome ſuſ picion 
he ſhould find her, and made all the 
enquiries. m that neighbourhood he 
could. He then came back again to 


me, told me where he had been, and 
the pains he had taken to find her; J 
aſked his Lordſhip from whom he had 
„ his 
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his information, that ſhe was in Oxford - 
ſhire; he told me he had been made 
- acquainted that ſhe was there, but I 
found it was not true; ſhe had been there, 
1 told him, but was now gone down to 
bathe in the ſea. He no ſooner heard 
this, than off he flew to Biighthelmftone, - 
and not finding her there, was back 
with me the next day, ſaying, where he 
had been, and offered me five hundred 
pounds in bank notes, for my own uſe, 
if 1 would tell” himwhere he could find 
her. I told his Lordſhip that a bribe 
had no weight with me; that I would 
not tell him, and therefore begged hjge 
would teize me no more. He cried, _ 
and ſwore, and raved like. a madman, 
on which [ left him to himſelf, and he 
ſoon went away, and I faw no more : 
T2 of 
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of him for three. days. In this time he 
travelled night and day to Margate, 
Ramſgate, Southampton, Weymouth, 
and I know not where, in ſearch of her. 
He then returned to me, informed me 
of his ill ſucceſs, and entreated me as 
before, and offered me a thouſand 
pounds. 1 then found myſelf under the 
neceſſity of .declaring, by all that was 
good and ſacred, that I would never 
tell him; and requeſted , he would come 
no more to my houſe, for that I would 
not be ſo troubled; it being her wiſh 2 
not to ſee him; and that ſhe had ſe- 
ereted herſelf far that very purpoſe, I 
| aſked him, as he was now ſo much 
| in caſh, whether, on condition of my 
telling him where ſhe was, he would pay 
all her debts, -which amounted to near 
four 
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four thouſand pounds, including what 
ſhe owed me. He replied, he had not 
money enough, or he would. How 
% much then, returned T, “ will you 
e pay towards them?” Tell me, faid 
his Lordſhip, “ firſt where the is, and 
16 you ſhall then know.“ I told him, 
if he would give me his bond, to pay 
three thouſand pounds, I would tell 
nim, and: that he thould have fix © 
months allowed him to pay two thou- / 
ſand-pounds of the money. He would F 
do no ſuch thing; © Then why,” return 
ed I, © did you offer me ſuch a ſum," 
and will not do as you ought, by 
4 Mrs. Baddeley, whom you profeſs * 
„ ſo much to love? The thouſand” 
10. pounds you offered me, 1 will give to 8 
2 ' her and if you will add two. thor- 

. „ T2 | * _ 


3 
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« ſand pounds more to it, you: ſhall. 
«© know where ſhe is, but on no, other: 
ti terms. Now, if your Lordſhip va- 
40 lues her, as yau. pretend ta. do, you. 
« would chearfully embrace the propo- 
66 fat; but, permit me to ſay, at the. 
© ſame time, that unleſs. you agree io. 
4 it this day, an offer of ten times the 
1 ſum to-morrow ſhall not open my 
+ lips,” He faid, I. ſnould have the. 
thouſand pounds he. offered; but he. 
could give no. more. At this I told 


him, I would. not accept a ſhilling of. 


bim an that ſcore; but, if he wopld pay. 
me the money he owed me, I would. 


| Bake it, and thank him. This he would. 


not do. I then gave him to underſtand, 
that what 1 bad faid, reſpecting her. 
debts, was merely to try how far his 
en, <P 
4 5 
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value for her would extend; that in fact 


| ſhe was not in want of his aſſiſtance; 


but, that I ſaw plainly, if ſhe had been, 2 
he would be the laſt perſon that would 
ſtand forth to. relieve. her; that, I re-: 
queſted, I might never ſee him again, 
and that if he called A bundred times, 
I. would always be denied; at this he 
taok himſelf away, angrily ſaying, he 
\ſhould call and try whether he. could; 
not ſee me,-notwithſtanding What, I was. 
pleaſed to. ſay tothe contrary., He nom, 
ſame way ar, other, found his way tothe 
lady's houſe at Chelſea, and, by bribing . 
the ſervants, got intelligence that ſhe-+ 
was in Oxfordſhire; though this he con- 
tradicted, ſaying, he had been there, 
and could hear nothing, of her. The. 
ſervants, who ſuppoſed ſhe was there 
with 
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with chair miſtreſs; afſiired his Lordhi p-. 
that they went together, and that they 
muſt: be. there. He then enquired for 

their: maſter, and learned he was at 
Portſmouth! Nom ſne had written two . 
letters, left them wich me for her huſ. 
band, one to be ſent eack week, during 
her ahfenae: one of theſe letters Lhadſent 


the day before. His Lordſnip followed 


this letter the next. day. to Portſmeuth, 

and tolckthe lady's huſband, that he was 
come in ſeafch of: Mrs. Baddeley, Who 
he was informed- was gone off to ſome 
diſtance from London, with his wife. 
«© That is impoſfible, ſaid the gentle- 
man, „ for I received a ſetter from her 


_ «© this day, dated Chelſea. Lord Cole- 


rains aſſured him the was not there, and 
if the letter was ſent him, he was impdſed 
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upon; for that he was at his houſe the 
day before, and that ſhe had been gone 
ſome days. Where is Mrs. Steele?“ 
ſaid the Gentleman. In Grafton- 
4 ſtreet,” returned his Lordſhi p. 


« as obſtinate as the devil; determined 
© not to tell me where the is; but by 


% a fee to a man who aſſiſted her 
% coachman, I learned your Lady 
vas gone off with ker.“ <6 Depend 
_ © upon it, my Lord,” returned the 


* 


Gentleman, « you will find Mrs. Bad- 
7 deley ſecreted at my houſe.” | Lord 
Coleraine then offered him five hun- 
dred guincas, if he would go to town 


with him, and convince him of it. 
Elis reply was, © As. the ſtores of 
** Portſmouth- yard are wholly under 


* my care, and I am obliged. to attond 


66 the 
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4c the delivery of them, I cannot go 
for ſome days, but I will write to 
„ my wife, and I dare ſay ſhall have 
« an anſwer from her; and, as your 
© Lordſhip ſeems ſo unhappy, you ſhall 
% know from me what ſhe ſays. upon 
« the occaſion.” This being agreed on, 
his Lordſhip returned to town, 


of Finding, by my WA that Lord 
Coleraine meant to go to Portſmouth 
In ſearch of her, 1 thought it prudent, 
for my friend's ſake, to go there alſo; 
TI accordingly went, and requeſted that 
if Lord Coleraine, or any perſon from 
bim, ſhould enquire about Mrs. Bad- 
deley, not to ſay that ſhe was at his 
houſe at Chelſea; when ſhe, in fact, was 
4 ge: to be ſecreted from him. The 
| Gentleman 
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Gentleman aſked why he was not made 
acquainted with this before and then 
3 told me of Lord Coleraine's being with 
him, and what he had promiſed, in con- 
ſequence of it. 66 He would have per- 
* ſuaded me,” ſaid he, that my wife 
6 was gone off to ſome place or other, 
but he could not learn where; and I 
« was Juſt going to write, to enquire Into 
* the matter; for had ſhe dared to have 
4 done ſuch a thing, without my know - 
6 ledge, I never would forgive her.“ 
e Oh,“ replied I, make yourſelf eaſy, 
&« for I know your wife well, and am 
44 convinced ſhe would not think of 
« ſuch a thing, You muſt thereſore 
« keep this affair a ſecret.” He aſſured 
me he would. I urged him to accom- 
pany me to town, knowing he could 


not, 
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not, which he excuſed himſelf from do- 
ing, being tied by the leg, be ſaid, for 
a month to come. Glad was I to hear 
this, though I pretended the contrary; 
for this gentleman was a Dane, and of 
a jealous diſpoſition, though he had very 
little cauſe for it; and I ſhould have 
been ſorry, had he known his wife was 
from home. He deſired me to leave 
his Lordſhip to him, and he would 
match him; for if he came again, he 
would ſay, they were gone to Tun- 
bridge-wells. For, “I affure you, my 
4. dear Mrs. Steele,” faid he, though 
I did not give much credit to his 
« Lordſhip's tale, it made me rather 
&« uneaſy; as, when a man is ſo far 
4 diſtant from home, there is no know- 
* ing what may happen.” I ſtaid at 
5 Port. 
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Portſmouth that night, ſpent the evening 
with him; and, in the morning, at part- 
ing, he wiſhed me to tell his wife, to 

ſend him down ten pounds, by the coach, 
the next day. Having ten pounds in 
my pocket to ſpare, I begged him to 
take it, and T would receive it of his 
wife in town. This I did to prevent a 
diſcovery; he took it kind, and we 


parted. In my way home, I called at 


my friend's houſe at Chelſea, and found 
from the ſervants, that Lord Coleraine 
had been there and inſiſted on ſeeing 
Mrs. Baddeley, who he knew was in that 
houſe; for he had been at Portſmouth, 

and their maſter had told him ſo; that 
he ran up- ſtairs, and finding the rooms 
locked, would not believe but ſhe 


was there with their miſtreſs, and that 
„ 3 1 
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he aid, he would be there again. * 
told them, at their peril, not to let 
him in any more; for whoever did, 
ſhould be diſcharged. They aſſured 
me, one and all, that they would obey 
my directions, and ſhould not have ſuf- 
fered him to go up-ſtairs as he did, if 
he had not been a Lord, and thought 
he muſt not be affronted. You have 
_ nothing more to ſay,” replied If 
« ſhould he call again, but, that your 
* + miſtreſs i is from home, and has given 
.< ſtrict orders not to admit him; and, 
16, ſhould he aſk for Mrs. Baddeley, to tell 
< him, ſhe is not at your houſe but 
« © gone, as ſhe is determined not to ſee 
|. 08 him; and then come and acquaint me 
with the reſult.” On my return home, 
1 found he had been there, told the ſer- 


#1 ,” Fants 
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vants he had been at my houſe near 


Henley, and at Portſmouth, and had 
learned Mrs. Baddeley was at Chelſea ; 

that he had a meflage to deliver to me 

from Portſmouth, and muſt ſee me. 


I ſent to the Poſt-office, and received 
two letters from Mrs. Baddeley, from 


Luttrell's town, in Ireland, ſay ing, ſhe 


was fafe arrived at the ſeat. of Colonel 


Luttrell; that the reception ſhe met 


with was greater even than ſhe expect- 


ed; and that the Colonel's behaviour 
and attention was ſo engaging, that ſhe 


liked him prodigiouſly; that a Colonel 


Smith was there alſo on a viſit; that 


the manſion was an elegant one, fuperb- 
ly furniſhed; that the Park, in which 
it ſtood, was a noble and extenſive 


Uz one ; 
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one; that ſhe wanted only my compa- 
ny, to eomplete her happiaeſs; and that 
the whole party wiſhed to ſee me, as 
oon as poſlible. 
Whilſt I was Teading theſe letters, 
my maid came up and ſaid, Lord Cole- 
raine's ſervant was below, having a 
meſſage to deliver me from his maſter, 
This man brought Lord Coleraine's com- 
pliments to me, and informed me that 
his maſter. was convinced Mrs. Baddes 
ley was ſecreted at Chelſea, and that. he 
was determined to ſee her, if he loſt his 
life in the attempt; that he was there 
not an hour ago, and found the doors 
all locked; by order of the lady of the 
| houle, and no admittance for him; and 
37 es Eo that 
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that he was informed Mrs. Baddeley 

was gone, which he knew to be falfe. 
I told the ſervant that his maſter ſnould 
beware moleſting people in their own 
houſes; that the lady had applied to 
her attorney in conſequence of bis beha- 
viour, and 1 had no doubt, but an action 


would be brought agaiuſt him. The 
| ſervant, who was a complete Iriſhman, 


fwore by Jaſus, that he believed his maiſ- 
ter was mad: for Mrs. Baddeley that 
he would not let them reſt day or night, 
but was every where flinging about after 


her, and the devil. a- bit of eaſe could they 
get; that his Lord was now ſure ſhe: 
was at Chelſea, and it was a. pity, that 
where there was. ſo much love, there 


| ſhould be ſo little ſatisfaction; that, 


for ſartain, according to what he could 


U 3 larn, 
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irn, he did deſerve to feel a little bit 
of uneaflneſs for his tricks; but yet, God 
bleſs him, there was no neceſſity for kill- 
ing the poor gentleman out- right. Tell 
your Lord from me,“ replied I, © that 
« Mrs. Baddeley; determined not to ſee 
cc him, is gone to ſome other place: 
and if he perfiſts—” Do, dear 
e lady,“ returned the man, © put what 

you have to ſay on a piece of paper, 
36 for I dare as well eat my tongue as 
c“ tell him.“ This J refuſed to do, and 
he went off with Vour ſarvant, good 
* lady. If you had ſent a kinder meſ- 
„ ſage to my maiſter, you would not 
26 n en it.“ £ | 


wW $$. 


As ſoon as he was gone, I fat down 
and wrote to Mrs. Baddeley every 
e thing 
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thing about Lord Coleraine, excepting 
what related to her friend's huſband; 
requeſting directions how to act, ſay ing, 
ſhe muſt not expect me, till 1 had ſeen 
Lord Melbourne, and could ſome way 
or other ſettle matters with Mr. P. I 
took this letter to Lombard. ſtreet, and 
directed it, under cover, to Colonel 
Luttrell. Whilſt I was gone, Mr. P. 
called, and left word, he had ſomething 
of conſequence to inform me of, and 
would call again in the evening. I ſup- 
poſed it was about money matters; but 
when he came, found myſelf deceived. 
Lord Coterairic had hunted him out, 
told him a long tale df. Mts. Baddeley, 
that ſhe was gone off, and no one knew 
where, and aſked him if he knew where 
the was; he told his Lordſhip, the was 


at 
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s at my houſe near Henly, which Lord 

Coletaine contradicted, ſaying, he had 
been there. And now,” with a very 
ſerious face, faid he, © it is time, Mrs. 
* Steele; I ſhould aſł you where ſhe 
de really is.” I replied; “ Safe enough 
from Lord Coleraine, who ſhe is de- 
< termined not to ſee, and F commend 
4 her for it; for I made 2 propoſal to 
4 him, that if he would pay her debts, 
4. I would acquaint him where ſhe wasz 
« and if he had ſuch a with to ſee her; 
as he ſeems to have; I doubted not 
s put that he would embrace the terms. 
This he refuſed; aud I then turned it 
« off; and ſaid, I made the propoſal 
< op] y to try him.“ I am convinced, 
e Sir,“ continued I, t that he muſt 
. have ſome ul! deſigu, or be would 
EM advance 
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« advance ſome money for her, when 
| « he could offer me a thouſand pounds 

to tell him where ſhe was.” Mr. P. 
replied, that, confidering the treatment 
ſhe had received from him, he ought to 
advance her ſome money; and that 1 
did right to keep him in the dark; but 
there was no reaſon why I ſhould keep 
him ſo. I told him, I had no reaſon to 
conceal it-from him, only, that ſhe was 
removing ſo from place to place, to 
elude Lord Coleraine, that ſhe ſcarce 
knew where ſhe was herſelf. Mr. P. 
commended her for this, but owned his 

Lordſhip's account had ſurprized him, 
though he was now ſatisfied, and would 
ſay no more on the ſubject; only wiſh- 
ed Lord Melbourne would, according 
to piomiſe, let her have ſome money, 


when 


when he came to town, or he ſhould be 
greatly inconvenienced. 1 told him, 
there was but little doubt of it; and he 
ſeemed contented; but I now plainly 
ſaw. I had ſufficient to encounter, and 


. - was far from being happy, having a 


thouſand things to perplex me, and no 
one to adviſe. with, or open my mind 
to; for I don't know any one comfort 
ſo great, as to have a friend to unboſom 


one's ſelf to, in difficulties, though that 


friend can afford no affiſtatice, I was 


daily called on by. Mrs. Baddeley's 
friends. of faſhion, but theſe were not | 
ſuch perſons as I could talk * on our 


private concerns. 


＋ 3 poſt brought me a long and 


"affectionate letter from Mrs. Baddeley; 


—_— containing, 
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containing, to my great ſurpriſe, u re- 
ſolution, on her part, to ſtay and end 
her days where ſhe was, and waiting 
only my anſwer on the ſubject, to deter- 
mine her; that ſhe. was more happy : 
than ſhe could expreſs, but muſt' have 
me with her; for a palace would be a 
dungeon without me; that Colonel 
Luttrell ſaid he ſhould be proud to 
have me with her; that I had only to 
ſay the word, and all things would be 
made eaſy to me. I will then,” ſaid 
he, © give up all my friends in London, 
* and ſhall have nothing to do with 


c married men, for the Colonel is a 


cc b ſingle one: with him I have done, 
ec what cannot be undone, and I do 
nat repent it; for he is poſſeſſed of 
2 good heart, and I love him well 


2 . * enough 


9 
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60 enough to live happy with him for 
life. Was Ja princeſs, he could not 
* pay me more reſpect than he does; 
66 for I have not a wiſh or a thought, 
6 but he ſtudies to gratify; and, as I 
6 am determined to be grateful on my 
< part, nothing ſhall take me from 
„ him, unleſs you tell me you will not 
« live in this country; ſo ſend me 
40 your dear anſwer, and I will then 
« tell you ſome news that will pleaſo 


ce you.“ 
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